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wasa plain constitutionalinjunction. It was truly 
dangerous to liberty were most eminent. 


General Wilkinson, in New Orleans, laid his | 
hands on three individuals, citizens of the United | 
States, (Bollman, Swartwout, and Alexander,) 
seized them in their own houses, and tore them 
from their families, without the authority of the | 
law, and sent them to Washington. Against | 
Alexander nothing appeared ; there was nothing | 
alleged as the slightest pretext for the act by | 
which he was deprived of his liberty; but against 
the other two, Bollman and Swartwout, to use a 
recent phrase, there was some suspicion of com- 
plicity between them and Mr. Burr. On an appli- 
cation for a writ of habeas corpus, Mr. Jefferson 
wrote a letter, which was published by his grand- 


corpus depended on each and every case in which 
it was applied for. If all the Jeffersons, Masons, 
Henrys, and Washingtons on earth had signed 
that letter, he (Mr. L.) would stand up before 
his country against it. After admitting General 
Jackson’s eminent military services to the coun- 
try, he denied that it was the battle of the 8th of 
January which entitled him to the greatest share 

of credit as a great soldier; it was the night | 
attack of the 23d of December which struck a | 
panic into the ranks of the enemy, and created a | 
cautiousness in the British that gave him time | 
to station the militia behind the cotton bags. 

General Jackson had done more than suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus. If he declared martial 
law, which was the absence of all law but his 
sole will, from an imperious necessity, he ought 
to have been indemnified by an act of the Legis- 
lature alone. He took upon himself to suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus in the case of Judge 
Fromentin. But his popularity in other respects 
was such that it extinguished, in the estimation | 
of the people, these unjustifiable acts. 

Under an impression of a general panic and 
scarcity, Lord Chatham ordered the suspension | 
of the leer by which the exportation of corn was 
prohibited. When he came before the House of 
Commons, he said he had a right to prohibit the | 
exportation of corn; and this was the only word 
which ever fell from his lips which ever affected 
his reputation as an English statesman and patriot. | 
Indeed he was told at the time by his sincerest 
friends,and by the author of Junius in particular, 
that it would have been better for him to have 
acknowledged his fault, and to have thrown him- | 
self upon the mercy of his country. ‘*You have,” | 
said Junius, ‘‘assumed the authority to suspend 
the laws of your country, and you ought to have 
gone to Parliament and said, I did it in a time of | 
greatand unusual scarcity, to save the people from | 
starvation, and I throw myself on your mercy | 
for pardon.’? Without going into the necessity of | 
General Jackson’s proceedings, he would observe 
that here were precedents established in 1806, and 
followed in 1814, by which the privilege of the 
habeas corpus is held at the mere willand pleasure 
ofa military commander. Again, in the time of 
profound peace, this same officer took upon him- 
self to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in refer- 
ence to Judge Fromentin. And was it supposed 
that the people of the United States, in twice elect- 
ing him to the highest office in their gift, approved 
of these arbitrary proceedings? No: he trusted 
in God it was not so; all this was only saying 
that his distinguished merits and services far more 
than counterbalanced all his faults. Nay more, 
the precedents for correcting a mistake in the 








Journal, made on the motion of Mr. Ranpo.pu, | 


announcing the death of Mr. Pingney, was cited 
as a precedent for doing that figuratively which 











they had no right to do in substance. As an 


application to this, Mr. Leren quoted the words | 


of Swirr in substance, that statesmen ought 


never to be swayed so far by precedents as to | 


make the least breach in the Constitution, by 
which a thousand abuses might creep in. These 


21 


| he took the office of Senator, he did not relinquish | 


| was absolutely astonished to hear gentlemen on | 
son, stating that the issuing of the writ of habeas || 


| on the ground, that if the Senate had the compe- | 


i j 1 he said were the words of a tory, of a monarchist, || ferent opinion from them on aconstitutional point, 
said, that in the most popular reignsacts the most | 


i| 
During the administration of Mr. Jefferson, || 


but they were the words of a sage, which all Re- 
publicans, all Democrats—he was surprised to 
oon that Democrats and Republicans were dif- 
ferent—words which all Republicans would do 
well to follow. In committing breaches in the 
Constitution, the people were the sufferers; the 
constituted authorities were the instruments. | 
Those for whom the trusts of Government were | 
exercised, were the first affected. And who were | 
they? Each and all of us (said Mr. L.) | hum- | 
bly apprehend. He trusted in God that, when | 


|| he should be very much hurt to hear that they 
|| supposed he meant to impugn their motives. The 
|| history of his own country might teach him that 
| differences of opinion on the plainest points was 
as old as the history of the world. bit did the 
President of the United States maintain that when 
they charged him with *‘assuming powers not 
warranted by the Constitution and Jaws,” they 
charged him with a criminal and willful violation 
of the Constitution? And, if he did so, did he 
charge the Senate with a criminal and willful vio- 
ation of their oaths? 
the far more valuable privilege of citizenship— || Again, the judgments of the Supreme Court had 
that he did not cease to bea citizen. He claimed | again and again been declared to be violations of 
for the whole Senate, and claimed for himself, |, the Constitution. His honorable colleague had 
the distinction of being an American citizen. He | himself charged John Marshall and his associates 
with having violated the Constitution. Did it 
ever enter into the brain of any man making such 
charge, to charge, at the same time, a criminal 
intent—to say that they had been guilty of a 
willful violation of the Com ‘tution, and deserved 
the hatred and contempt of th. country? He was 
surprised to hear, that in some of the charges 
against Judge Chase, no allegation was made of 
a criminal intent, but they all, with one excep- 
| tion, expressly made such charge. Mr. L. here 
read over the various articles of impeachment 
against Judge Chase, for the purpose of showing 
that a criminal intent was dade in them all 
but one. He referred also to the impeachment 
| against Judge Pickering, to show that criminality 
was then charged in the strongest terms. But it 
understood, no free people that he had ever read || was a little remarkable that, while the gentleman 
of in the history of mankind, ever gave up their || from Missouri was contending that the charge 
free institutions by design or purpose to surrender | against the President was a criminal charge, he 
them. He suspected no man of a design to es- | refuted himself by showing how vague and in- 
tablish a monarchy in this country; but the dan- || definite the charges were. The gentleman, net 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 


| 


that floor speak of the American people as those 
of whom they did not constitute a part. The 
monstrosity of the doctrine had often shocked 
him, while its absurdity sometimes excited his 
mirth. He spoke of it in these terms, because 
he heard of it almost every day. Sometimes, 
God knew, he heard it with a disposition tolaugh, 
and sometimes he heard it with a feeling of re- 
sentment. 

We know not (said Mr. L.) how long we are | 
to hold these happy and glorious institutions; and | 
he declared it as his deep and settled conviction, 
that this Government is making the most rapid 
strides to a civil monarchy that ever was made by 
any Government in the world. Let it be well 


{ 
' 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


ger was of establishing principles, and putting || contented with repudiating these resolutions, 
into action particular causes, which might produce || went back to the original resolutions, which the 
consequences that those who set them to work | Senate did not adopt, for the purpose of con- 
never thought of. He would not pursue this sub- || demning those that they did adopt; and referred, 
ject further; but the argument of the gentleman || in terms of condemnation, to the speeches made 
from Missouri, by which he sought to establish || on that floor, imputing to the President the worst 
the right to expunge from the Journals of the | of actions. He was not here, and did not hear 
Senate the resolution of March, 1834, required | those speeches; and though he took it on the 
some notice. ‘The gentleman based his argument || authority of the gentleman from Missouri, that 

such imputations were used, yet he did not 
|} remember to have read them in the written 
speeches which came to him. All he meant to 
say was, that, if he had thought that the resolu- 
tions charged the President with a criminal intent 
to violate the Constitution, he should not have 
ers which the Constitution did not confer onthem. || voted for them. But let us (said he) compare 
And the argument in support of this proposition || the freedom of debate, in this republican country, 
was, that the Senate was a judicial tribunal for || with the language held in the British House of 
trial of all malfeasances in office, brought by the || Lords. The President of the United States was 
House of Representatives; that no charge having || the Chief Magistrate, and, at the same time, the 
been made by the House, it had violated the Con- || Prime Minister of this country. He was not, as 
stitution in assuming to itself the powers of the || in the ease of the King of Ceetaa. so constituted 
House, and in proceeding to pass sentence with- || that he could do no wrong, (a maxim, let it be 
outa regular trial, without a hearing, and without || observed, in favor of liberty; for it fixed the 
a judgment. Now, looking at the resolution it- || responsibility somewhere,) but he was the re- 
self, it was simply the aflirmance of a proposition, || sponsible agent. Well, then, Lord Chatham, 
that ‘the President, in his late executive proceed- || in the House of Lords, used this language: ‘I 
ings in relation to the revenue, has assumed upon || assert, in the face of this House, that the Min- 
himself authority and power not conferred by the |) isters have advised the King to utter a deliberate 
Constitution and laws, but in derogation of both.”’ || falsehood!’? And yet the freedom of debate 
Not only was there no charge that the President |} which had taken place there was made a source 
had done this willfully, or with intent to violate || of reproach, and we (said he) cannot speak of 
the Constitution, but the utmost care was taken |; our Prime Minister in the language with which 
to avoid anything of the kind; it was’ simply an || the Ministers can be-spoken of in the British 
affirmation that his acts were not warranted by || House of Lords. This was the fruit of the ser- 
the Constitution, but in derogation of it; and it | vices of that man who had, as was said of him, 
was inferred by the gentleman from Missouri, || done more to benefit mankind than any other 
that, to charge the President thus, was to charge || man in the tide of time. It would be apparent 
him with an impeachable offense. ‘The Senators || (he said) that, if the Senate had no competence to 
from Missouri and Virginia had both, as well as || pass this resolution, they had not the competence 
himself, taken oaths to support the Constitution || to discuss it; and, consequently, the conduct of 
of the United States. It was his opinion that, to || the President, no matter how usconstitutional 
expunge the Journals, was a violation of that in-| and dangerous to the liberties of the people, could 
strument. Whatthen? Did he mean to impute || not in any manner be called in question, unless 
to those gentlemen a willful violation of the Con- || the subject was brought before them by impeach- 
stitution, and a violation of their oaths? He || ment by the House of Rpresentatives; and far- 
trusted that he did not. Then, entertaining adif- || ther, that no member of that House. if that 


tence to pass this resolution, they would have no 
competence to expunge it; but, as they had no 
competence to pass this resolution, he proposed 
to expunge it, to show that they were wrong from | 
beginning to end, in assuming to themselves pow- 
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doctrine prevailed, could even speak in terms of || and Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the f 
|| Judiciary. 


censure of the President, unless he was about to 
bring forward articles of impeachment for a | 
criminal offense. Thus the President must be 
impeached, tried, and condemned, before the 
Senate, one of the constituted guardians of the 


liberties of the country, could express its disap- || 


probation of his conduct, however dangerous to 
the liberties of the people. This was too much, | 
They had got the President into a state of irre- 
sponsibility only equal to that of the Grand 
Seignor; and which, with the svle exception of 
the autocrat Nicholas, was not known to any 
Christian potentate of the age. 

Mr. L., after pursuing this part of the subject | 
at some length, concluded by quoting that part of 
Mr. Benron’s speech in which he said, if they 
failed then, let them transmit and bequeath the 
expunging resolution to the Democracy of the | 
country—to the aged sire, that he might hand it 
down to his heir—to the young mother, that she | 
might teach her infant babe to suck in the aveng- 
ing word ExpuNGe with the sustaining milk which 
it draws from her bosom, As to the young 
mother who was to teach her infant child the | 
avenging word, he trusted that the mother who | 
was to instill revenge into her child would bear 
no more children. It was the last thing that a | 
child should suck in, for the word was vengeance 
and not justice; and he was convinced that the 
gentleman from Missouri, no more than himself, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 

was willing that a son of his should be capable | 
of performing an act of vengeance. 
| 
} 
i 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, the resolution was 
then laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


After making Mr. Cray’s land bill the order | 


of the day for Monday next, the Senate went || 
into the consideration of executive business; after || 


which it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tverspay, April 5, 1836. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Thomas W. Bacot; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the bill from the Senate for 
the relicf of John McCartney, and moved that 
the same be committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. CHAPMAN 
and WHITTLESEY, rhe motion of the latter 
was agreed to, 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John Almond 
and George Wolsey; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George 
C. Willard, which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. P.C. FULLER, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Allen R. 
Moore; which was read twice and committed, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill supplementary 
to the act establishing a mint, and regulating the 
coins of the United States; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, reported, without amendment, the bill from 
the Senate authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to compromise the claim of the United 
States against the Alleghany Bank of Pennsylva- 
nia; which was committed, 


Mr. FORESTER, from the 


Committee on 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Elias Johns; | 


which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John Jordan, 
deceased; which was read twice and committed, 

Mr. McKIM, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill for the relief of James 
W*. Osborne, of Baltimore; which was read twice 
and committed. 

Unfavorable reports upon various petitions 


were made by Messrs, HITTLESEY and 


GRENNELL, from the Committee on Claims, 





| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| act. 
| engrossed and read a third time, as it was im- 
| portant that it should pass both Houses as early 


| to the House. 
| what might be called an ez post facto bill, and if 


} 
| 


| 


| zens of the United States benefits to which they 


} 


| consideration; but the present bill seeme 








Messrs. ADAMS and LEWIS, on leave, pre- 


| sented several petitions; which were referred. 
»resented certain resolutions of | 


Mr. ADAMS 
the Legislature of the State of Massachusetts, in 
reference to the northeastern boundary of the 
United States; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LEWIS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 


establishing the following post routes in Alabama: From 
Tuskagee, in Macon county, to Monticello, in Pike county, 
and from thence to the court-house of Dale county; from 
Manningham Post Office, in Butler county, via Mount Will- 
ing, to Haynesville, in Lowndes county, and from thence by 
Graves’s Ferry, to Washington, in Autauga county; from 
Mount Willing, in Lowndes county, via Maule’s store, to 
Benton, and from thence to Selina, in Dallas county ; from 
Montgomery, and along the main Patsalagga road to the 
nearest and most convenient point on the route now run- 
ning from Greenville to Gaines’s store, in Pike county ; from 


| Mount Meigs, in Montgomery county, to Carter’s store, and 


from thence, the best route to Haynesville, in Lowndes 
county ; from Haynesville, via Hickory Grove, to the nearest 
and most convenient point on the road from Montgomery to 
Patsalagga, and from thence to the nearest and most con- 
venient point on the route from Monticello, in Pike county, 
to Gaines’s store, in said county. 


SUFFERERS BY NEW YORK FIRE. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill amendatory of the act 
for the relief of the sufferers by the fire in the 
city of New York, which was read twice. 

Mr. S. remarked that the bill met the unani- 
mous assent of the committee, and was intended 


| to supply an omission in the former act, so as to 
_ confine or limit its operation to bonds given prior 
The act to which the present bill was | 


to the fire. 
an amendment was similar in its terms to the acts 
of 1803-"4, and 1807, granting relief on account 


| of fire. ‘The first section provided for ‘ all bonds 


| heretofore given,’’ which would apply not only to 
_ bonds executed prior to the 16th December, 1835, 
as was intended, but to those given prior to the 
passage of the acton the 19th March, 1836. This 
would have the effect to grant indulgence upon 
bonds for upwards of a million of importations, 
which was not intended by the passage of the 
He was instructed to move that the bill be 


as possible. 
Mr. ADAMS wished to know, before the pass- 
age of this bill, whether the Committee of 


ays 
' and Means, who reported it, had considered the 


principles involved in it, before they reported it 
If he was not mistaken, it was 


yvasred, would be an ex post facto law. If he un- 
demand itaright, it reek away from a portion of 
the citizens of the United States, vested rights— 
rights to property. How for it was prudent or 


| discreet in Congress to pass a law to give to citi- 


were not entitled, was not now the subject of 

d to give 
sanction to a principle not very conformable to 
the character of our laws; and he, for his part, 
considered the precedent somewhat dangerous. 


| He hoped the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means would inform the House of 
the character of the bill. 


| 








Mr. CAMBRELENG said, the bill was in 
| strict conformity to laws of a similar character 
_ passed in 1803, 1804, and 1807. He had copied 
| from the act of 1803, and the present bill was pre- 
| cisely in the words of that act. The intention of 
| the committee was not to give the benefit of the act 
to bonds executed up to its passage. * The sub- 
| ject was now before the House, and it would be 
bor it to determine as to the propriety of the pass- 
age of the law. 
| “Mr. ADAMS hoped the bill might not be read 
| a third time now, so that an opportunity might 
| be afforded of examining into the nature of it; 
| because he had doubts whether it should pass. 
| It certainly appeared to him to be in the charac- 
| ter of an ex post facto law, because it took away 
rights vested by a former act of Congress; and 
if the Hous? did pass it, the courts might decide 
that it was an unconstitutional law, and declare it 
null and void. He hoped the bill would be com- 
mitted, and take the ordinary course. 
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| it certainly would be ‘useless, and some would 
| receive the benefit of the original law who did not 
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Mr. SMITH said, the original law had ee yet 


| taken effect in a single instance, and if this law 
| was passed immediately, it might be that it would 


be in time to prevent the original law from apply- 
ing to those cases, which it was desired to pre- 
vent. He did not think that the principle of 
vested rights would apply te the present law, be- 
cause it was a mere gratuity of the Government, 
gratuity, he considered that they 
might modify it in such a way as to prevent thie 
Government from having money taken from it, 
which never was intended to be taken from it. 


| The relief bill was a gratuity in which Congress 


had overstepped their own intention; and before 
that act took effect, they proposed to modify it in 
such wayas not to go beyond what was intended 
But if the passage of the bill was to be delayed 


’ 


ask relief, and the effect would be to confer for- 

tunes on those who had never asked it of you. 
Mr. BRIGGS hoped the bill would not be read 

a third time to-day. It seemed to him that the 


| principles involved in the bill would require more 
|, consideration than could be given to it on the mo- 
| ment of its being reported. He had inquired of 
| one who he thought should be likely to know, 


and he thought the probability was that some of 
the bonds had already been extended. If that 
was the case, he should like to be informed what 
the position of the Government would be towards 
those debtors. The Government had passed a 
law authorizing an extension of those bonds, and 
now this bill provided that extension should not 
be made. He conceived that this was a speci- 
men of legislation which called for a little more 
reflection than they could give to it to-day ; there- 
fore, he hoped it would not be ordered to a third 
reading at present. 

Mr. MERCER did not consider that the clause 
in the Constitution, which related to ex post facto 
laws applied to any other than criminal laws. 
Some years past (Mr. M. said) there had been a 
pension law passed, which it was afterwards dis- 
covered would take an immense amount of money 


from the Treasury. A law was thereupon passed 
limiting the extent of the original law, and he 


never heard any objection raised to that law on 
the ground of its being an ex post facto law. 
Mr. CUSHING believed his colleague [Mr. 


| Apams] was under a misapprehension in refer- 


ence to that clause in the Constitution in relation 
to ex post facto laws. ‘Those words applied only 


|| to penal statutes, and not to legislation, affecting 
| the rights of individuals; and if that was the gen- 
| tleman’s only objection to the present bill, he did 


not deem it of such great consideration as his col- 
league apprehended. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said it appeared clear to him 
that Congress had the right to pass the bill. It 
intended merely to confine the provisions of a 
law which had not yet taken effect, and he ap- 
pealed to the House to say, whether the bill 
should not be passed immediately, so that it 
should take effect at the same time of the original 
law. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, thought 
gentlemen to be consistent, ought not to support 
this bill. They had furnished a great capital to 
citizens of New York to trade upon, and to act 
consistently, should allow them to have the full 
benefit of that law. Those bonds which had al- 
ready been extended, he considered could not be 
affected by the present bill; therefore he doubted 
whether thas was any necessity for its passage. 
But as he considered the merchants of New York 
would derive sufficient benefit from the bill, the 


| passage of the present bill might be of some ser- 


vice. 
| Mr. ADAMS said he was perfectly well aware 
| that the clause in the Constitution which related 

to ex post facto laws was ony considered by the 
| courts to apply to criminal statutes. He was 
_aware,also, which, perhaps, his colleague [Mr. 
Cusuine] and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Munees were not, that there was no provision 
in the Constitution prohibiting Congress from 
passing an ex post facto law. He did not suppose 
that Congress was prohibited from doing so. He 
used the word in its general sense, that it should 
not pass a law which would have a retrospective 
effect. He considered the bill under consideration 
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of that character, because the effect of it was to | 
take away rights from citizens of the United | 
States, which they had been vested with by a 
former act. If the bill was to be passed, he hoped | 
it would be amended in such manner as not to 
take away rights from the poor’ which they | 
had eae conferred upon them. The gentle- | 
man from Virginia {Mr. Mercer] had furnished 
a precedent which he hoped never would be 
brought up as a precedent again, because it was 
one of the most unjust acts ever passed by Con- 
gress; an act by vk a large body of the pen- | 
sioners of the revolutionary war, after having by | 
former acts of Congress received pensions for 
some two or three years, had them taken away 
from them by a. subsequent act, because they 
were not actually starving. There was before 
the House at this time, a proposition to remedy 
that very evil, for an evil it was, and he regretted 
that the gentleman fromVirginia, was under the 
necessity of introducing it as a precedent for any 
act of justice. That very law had deprived those 
pensioners of their rights, although they had 
served in the revolutionary war of the country; 
and the proposition now before Congress, was 
for the purpose of rendering justice to those vet- 
erans from whom that bill had taken their bread; | 
and he hoped before the end of the present ses- 
sion, that justice would be done those persons. 
He hoped that act would never again be produced 
as a precedent, unless it was for something which 
was to be avoided. As gentlemen were anxious 
for the passage of the bill, if it was amended as 











he had suggested, he would not oppose it. || 


Mr. MERCER said the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Apams] was certainly under a | 
mistake in relation to there being no clause in the | 
Constitution, declaring that Congress should not 
pass an ex post facto law. Mr. M. read the clause 


from the Constitution, and said that although he || ous works of internal improvement in which the | 


had not voted for the pension law alluded to, yet 
he considered the act a perfectly just one. 

Mr. WISE here called for the orders of the 
day; but the House refused to proceed to the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. EVERETT was opposed to the immediate 
a of the bill, as there were certain points 

e wished to investigate before he should vote for 
it, connected with the bonds that fell due before 
the passage of the original bill. 

r. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, advocated the 
speedy passage of the bill. If there were any 
bonds which had been extended they would have 
to remain; but he hoped, if the bill was speedily 


were any extensions made. Upon this consider- | 
ation, he hoped the House would lose no time in | 


passing the bill. 


The motion to commit was negatived, and the | 


bill was ordered to be engrossed; when it was 
read the third time and passed. 
(The foregoing bill was subsequently returned 


from the Senate, having passed that body, and was | 


enrolled and signed by the Speaker of the House. } 
TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. SEVIER asked the unanimous consent of || 


the House to permit him to submit a resolution 
setting apart one hour each day, on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, (from twelve to one 
o’clock,) for the purpose of considering local bills 
relating to the Territories. 

Objection being made, Mr. SEVIER moved to 
suspend the rule for the purpose indicated; which 
was negatived. 


DEPOSIT BANKS—R. M. WHITNEY. 


Mr. WISE again asked the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with 
power ‘to send for persons and papers, to inquire into the 
agency or mode of selecting the banks of deposit for the 
— money, and into the contracts with the Treasury 

partment, by which they are regulated, and into the 
manner in which, and the persons by whom such contracts 
are made; and to inquire whether any, and if any, what 
connection or relation, official or unofficial, exists, or has 
existed, between a certain Reuben M. Whitney and the 
Treasury Department of the United States, or between him 
and the banks of deposit of the public money ; and into the 
extent of his agency generally in keeping and controlling 
the public money; and into the amount of his compensa- 
tion, whether the same be paid out of the public Treasury, 
or by the deposit banks, that said committee have leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 


Objection being made, Mr. WISE moved to 
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suspend the rules, and called for the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 89; 
nays 91. 
So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
Mr. WISE gave notice that he would renew 
the request from day to day, until it was clearly | 
demonstrated that more than one third of the | 


|| House was opposed to the proposed inquiry. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the 


House, pursuant to the special order of the 26th 
| of January, resolved itself into the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hamer 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice of the United States for the year 1836. 

The question pending was the motion by Mr. 
Betti, of Tennessee, to strike out the appropri- 
ation of $67,000 for the improvement and neces- 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length. He avowed 
himself to be in favor of liberal appropriations 
for public works, so long as they were confined 
within the limits of the necessities or exigencies 
of the country; but he was at a loss to perceive 
the reason for the large increase that had taken 
place in the public expenditure. In 1828 the ap- 
propriation of some ten or twelve millions was 
thought to be most exorbitant; we had now risen, 
in 1836, and during the state of profound peace, 
| to twenty-three millions, besides a large amount 
of unexpended balances. He remarked that the 
propositions for new works, by the General Gov- 
/ ernment, were particularly objectionable at this 


| mand for labor, which was required for the numer- 


|| States, especially the South and the West, had 
| embarked. With regard to the surplus revenue, 
|| something must be done. 
tribution of about $30,000,000 of it. Mr. R. 
|| then read the various statements and estimates 
|| from that Department for the current year. He 
|| inquired what should be done with the surplus? 
|| It could notall be expended in public works. In- 
;| ternal improvements would not do, for that had 
|| been pursued already to the ruin of the southern 
|| people, and by the present Administration, too, 
| for : was prepared to prove they had carried it 


| 





! of all that had been said to the contrary by his 
honorable colleague, (Mr. Gartanp.] The object 
had been to increase Federal patronage by extend- 


custom-houses and other public works, requiring 
officers of various kinds. Anotherscheme of the 
present party was a proposition to open rights of 
way for canals and railroads, under the pretense 
of transporting the mailthereon. This was only 
| another opening scheme for expending the peo- 
| ple’s money, for it required no more to transport 


| 





lan. He was opposed to this mode [Mr Grun- 
py’s] of disposing of the surplus revenue. 
| He was likewise opposed to retaining it in its 
resent depositories, where $800,000 of eee 
ic money was deposited in a single bank (in Mich- 
igan) possessed of a capital of only about one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars; or of giving 
a single city (New York) the advantage of using 
a large proportion of it for her exclusive benefit, 
by which she realized a clear annual profit of from 
five hundred to six hundred thousand dollars. He 


time, because they would tend to increase the de- || 


The Secretary of the | 
Treasury had submitted a plan, proposing a dis- | 


\ || to a greater extent than any former one, in spite | 
passed, that it would go into effect before there | 


ing its foothold to the States, in the erection of | 


the mail over the new facilities than by the old | 
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| Mr. R. did not believe the President had changed 


his opinion on the subject at this time; certainly 
none of his subsequent messages controverted 
that recommendation; and he read various ex- 
tracts therefrom, and commented thereon. He 
could not, they had no right to anticipate a veto 
to such & proposition, since it was in direct ac- 
cordance with the President’s message of 1829. 
Mr. R. then cited the Virginia act of cession of 
the Western Territory, and argued upon it to 
show that a fair construction of that law proved 
that Virginia contemplated such a distribution, in 
her independent and sovereign character, of the 
proceeds of that cession. ‘That it was a trust 
fund, placed for a given or specified time at the 
disposal of the Federal Government for a speci- 
fied object. He then read an extract from the 
President’s veto message on Mr. Clay’s land 
bill, and commented thereon atlength. He main- 
tained that Congress had no power to reduce the 
price of the public lands, because they held it 
merely as a trustee. The States themselves alone 
had the power to surrender or abandon them, but 
the General Government posseased not that power, 
or what was equivalent to ut, the power to reduce 
their price to any given standard. He denied that 
his scheme would reduce the States to the charac- 
| ter of mendicants or suppliants to the General 

Government, but the effect of a scheme of inter- 

nal improvements would be, that those States 
| which stood, not like Virginia, upon their consti- 
tutional integrity, would accept it, and the others 

reject it. The operation would be partial, and 
| the whole surplus revenue in this way would be 

expended for the exclusive benefit of the North 

and West, which would not refuse it. He then 
| adverted to the remarks of Mr. Garvanp, in vin- 
dication of the Administration on the subject of 
|| internal improvement, and reiterated the charge 
that more money had been expended on such 
objects by it than by all the others that had gone 
\| before it, and double what had been so expended 
by the extravagant one that immediately preceded 
it. He read a series of tabular statements in proof 
of this. In the administration of Mr. Madison 
$216,000 were appropriated for internal improve- 
ments; in Mr. Monroe’s $346,000; in Mr. J. Q. 
|| Adams’s $1,040,000, and in the first four years 
of General Jackson’s administration $2,768,000, 
(| more than twice the amount expended by the 
Administration that had been pursued with the 
vengeance of the present party. The inequality 
| of the disbursement was equally remarkable. 

In a series of years there had been expended in 
Maine $155,000, in New York $446,000, in Mas- 
sachusetts $355,000, in Delaware $604,000, in 
|| Ohio $859,000; while during the same period Vir- 

ginia had received the pitiful sum of eighty dol- 
lars, and Kentucky and South Carolina not ene 
dollar. He pursued this argument at some length, 
There had been, altogether, during the period he 
referred to, appropriated for internal improve- 
| ments by the General Government, $4,372,345, 
| outof which the States of Virginia, North Car- 
olina, Georgia, South Carolina, and Kentucky 
had received only $60,000—the first only eighty, 
‘| and the last two nothing. He recurred again to 
‘| the subject of the public lands, and the present 
|| mode of disposing of them, to which he objected. 
|| By this mode a fair price was not obtained for 
||them. No more should be offered for sale than 
| what were required for actual settlement. Though 
|| he opposed the latitudinarian doctrine of internal 
‘| improvement, and contended that neither the 
|, General Government could expend money for that 
|| object, nor loan the public money to the States to 





| 
} do it, yet he maintained that the States could so 
did not desire to see the United States Treasury || expendtheirown money. This was the doctrine 
converted into a great loan office. But if they had || he contended for. 
the power to loan out, why not lend it to the || He then adverted to the subject of executive 
States, either with or without interest? If they || patronage, and the inconsistency of the present 
had the constitutional power to do this, surely || Administration in not carrying out their former 
there was no constitutional objection to the other, || professions on this subject. Where, also, were 
either to surrender or loan it. He would distrib- | the evidences of theireconomy? In what depart- 
| ute it, at least the proceeds of the public lands, || ment, either in the number of officers, or in the 
directly to the States from which it had been |' amount of their compensation, had they carried 
drawn. In favor of this disposition of it, he quo- || out one of their former pledges? He then read 
ted the authority of General Jackson, in one of || various extracts from the report of the retrench- 
his messages, who recommended that mode of || ment committee in 1828, and contrasted it with 
distribution, not only of the surplus proceeds of || the present expenditures of the executive branches 
the public lands, but of the entire surplus revenue, || of the Government. In 1829 two bills were re- 
from whatever source derived. ported, one to restrict the expenses of Congress, 
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the other containing a plan of deduction. These 
bills then failed, and nothing had been since heard 
ofthem. The loss of these measures he ascribed 
wholly to the party inpower. He then referred 
to the Post Office Department. An inquiry had 
been attempted in 1831 or 1832, but not by the 
party in power, for they opposed it. An inves- 
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tigation was ordered at last by means, not of the | 


Administration party, but of the opposition, and 
two reports were made, exposing the abuses of 
that Department, and the remedy was resisted 
by the majority. He also referred toa variety 


of cases touched in those reports, of tyrannical | 


and arbitrary removal from office, and to the 


pine of the two Houses on the bill of the | 


ast session for the organization of the Post Of- 
fice Department. That bill passed the Senate 
unanimously, was sent to the Iouse, referred to 
the standing committee on the subject, which re- 
ported a substitute, and there the whole subject 
was at an end; nothing more was heard of that 
bill in the House. This gross neglect he charged 
to the majority of the Democratic party, and he 


was compelled to the belief that there would be | 


no efficient action on it during the present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. R. dwelt at some length upon the manner 
in which appointments had been made during the 
present Administration, and quoted General Jack- 
son's letter to Mr. Monroe on that subject. He 
remarked that one part of that letter had been 
carried out, namely, that which recommended no 
party to be consulted. General Jackson did not 
consult party. No matter what a man’s princi- 

les were, if a Federalist of the deepest dye, so 
lott as he called himself a Jackson man, he might 
procure an appointment to office. This was the 
governing principle of the present Administration 
imits appointments; a principle calculated to make 
them all sycophants and man-worshipers. It 
was the devotion to a king. Mr. R. also referred 
to General Jackson’s letter to the Tennessee Legis- 
Jature, the sentiments of which, he contended, 
exhibited a direct contrast to the acts of his Ad- 
ministration. In connection with this he recurred 
to the case of a Speaker of that House, [Mr. 
Srevenson,] who satin the chair with the prom- 
ise of a high and lucrative appointment in his 
pocket; and after his rejection by the Senate the 
place was kept vacant, and the public business 
neglected, till his nomination could be affirmed by 
that body. 

Mr. R. then drew a parallel between the con- 
duct of the Senate and of that House in expedi- 
ting the public business of the country. They 
had passed many important measures which were 
demanded by the country, such as the custom 
house bill, the judiciary bill, the patent bill, the 
ost office organization bill, the Ohio and Mich- 
igan boundary, the bill previding for the safe- 
keeping of the public Sepanite, the executive 


patronage bill, all of which had been suffered to | 
Mr. R. here 


die by the majority in that House. 
gave way to 

Mr. STORER, who moved that the committee 
rise, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, who remarked that he 
merely wished to make an appeal to the House. 
He was very much gratified yesterday, when the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Ropertson] ob- 
tained the floor, and he listened to him to-day, 
and should listen to him to-morrow, with great 
pleasure. His object, then, was to make a sug- 
gesuon. ‘There were many gentlemen, like him- 


self, who wished to be heard on the subject of | 


the surplus revenue and the public expenditure, 
but the public business had suffered so much from 
the delay consequent on the discussion upon a 
mere ordinary appropriation bill, that he hoped 
the House would now see the necessity of coming 
to some conclusion on them at once. For that 
reason, he intended to waive his own right to 


address the House on this bill, as it was designed | 


upon the Army bill to bring in an extraordinar 
appropriation ofa million of dollars, which would, 
of itself, open the whole of these questions, and, 


he thought, present a more proper occasion to go |, 
into an enlarged field of debate upon the public | 


expenditure, and the surplus revenue, than the 
bill then under consideration. He begged then 
to inform the House that he was instructed that 
morning by the Committee of Ways and Means, 





| should not take up more time than one day. 


' tween three and four o’clock. The reason of 





_ question that would open this whole debate? 


| thousand dollars from the gery bill; a matter in- 
1 


_ bate, but which was really as important business 





Apes, 








BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were then read the third 
time and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Tobias Drum; 

A bill to renew the gold medal struck and pre- 
sented to General Morgan, in honor of the battle 
of the Cowpens; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob F. Walter; 

A bill for the relief of Getano Carusi ; 

A bill from the Senate for the relief of Henry 
B. Tyler, executor of Colonel Richard Smith, 
deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Robert McJimsey, sur- 
viving partner of Jackson and McJimsey ; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Dickey, of New 
York ; 

A bill for the relief of John Frazer & Co., of 
Charleston, South Carolina ; 

A bill for the relief of James Robertson, of 
South Carolina ; 

A bill for the relief of Thankful Randall; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Mays ; 

A bill for the relief of James Tucker and John 
Judge ; 

A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be issued to Albert G. Smith, 
and others, patents for certain reservations of 
land in Michigan Territory ; 

A bill for the relief of Francis R. Theobald ; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Stone. 

On motion by Mr. LEWIs, the House then, 
at five o’clock, p. m., adjourned. 





that, if there was little prospect of the discussion | 
on that bill terminating in some way or other to- | 
morrow, to move to discharge the Committee of | 
the Whole from its further consideration, and, | 
bring itinto the House. Looking, then, to the 
condition of the Navy, which would, in a few 
days, be without a dollar of money, he earnestly 
and confidently te to gentlemen on all sides 
to waive, as he should do himself, all further dis- 
cussion. He pledged himself to bring forward 
the Army bill shortly, and to make a motion con- 
nected with it which would open the whole ques- 
tion. He, therefore, again appealed to gentlemen 
on all sides that, after the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia should conclude his remarks to-morrow, | 
they would at once permit the question to be 
taken on the proposition of the gentleman from | 
Tennessee, [Mr. Bet,] so that this ordinary 
appropriation bill might be brought into the | 
House, and passed in some form or other. 

Mr. STORER rose and remarked that he gave 
way for a hint, and not for a speech. He re- | 
newed the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. PEYTON wished to ask the gentleman a | 
single question. It was this: whéther he was | 
authorized by his ‘‘ party ’’ to bring up another 


















Mr. CAMBRELENG would only state that, 
on this occasion, he was acting as the organ of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, not of his party | 
only, but of the gentleman’s party also. | 

Mr. PEYTON. I do not belong to your | 

arty. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG added that it was the | 
unanimous wish of the members of the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means. Ifthe gentleman from 
Tennessee belonged to that party who wished to 
delay the ordinary appropriation bills of the coun- 
try, then there was no member of the gentleman’s | 
party in the Committee of Ways and Means; for, 
though the members of that committee were fiot | 
all of the same party, there was no division of | 
opinion among them on this subject. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, would | 
suggest to the gentleman from New York, that, 
if he would withdraw the extraordinary appro- 
eng from this bill, it need not be longer de- 
ayed. He would recommend the gentleman to 
consent to their being stricken out, and he might 
introduce them in a separate bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that the items 
in question amounted altogether to no more than 
$300,000. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the yeas and | 
nays on the motion. He thought one speech 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, “pril 6, 1836. 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, presented several peti- 
tions on the subject of the location of the Cum- 
berland road; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill to amend the act supple- 
mentary to the act for the relief of the surviving 
officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army ; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing the 
location of a section of land for a school in 
Mississippi; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. ROBINSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause 
to be made out and laid before the Senate, during the first 
two weeks of the next session of Congress, a statement of 
the cost, per mile, of that part of the Cumberland road 
west of the Ohio river which is contemplated ; also, a state- 
ment of the cost of making said road, per mile, in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, designating the cost per 
mile, in each State, of grading, bridging, and macadamiz- 
ing, and, if necessary for full information upon the subject, 
to have further examination made as to the quality, quan- 
tity, and convenience of the materials for construction of 
said road. 

The resolution of Mr. Henpricks, directing 
an inquiry into the expediency of granting lands 
to the staff of the revolutionary army, came up; 
when Mr. Lixn submitted the following amend- 
ment: 

“And also into the expediency of embracing in the grant 
the officers and soldiers who served as volunteers under 
Colonel George Rogers Clarke, at the capture of Kaskas- 
kias and Cahokia, and at the siege and capture of Vincen- 
nes; and also to the officers and soldiers who served under 
the same commander in the campaigns against Chillicothe 
town and Piqua Plains.” 

The amendment was concurred in, and the res- 
olution, as amended, was adopted. 


TREATY WITH THE CHICKASAW INDIANS. 


On motion by Mr. WHITE, the bill providing 
for carrying into effect the treaty with the Chick- 
asaw tribe of Indians, was taken up and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole; and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The bill to increase the salary of the principal 
clerk employed in the office of the Adjutant and 
Inspector General; and 

he bill for the relief of Robert Abbott and 
the other heirs of James Abbott, deceased, were 
severally read a third time and passed. 





The yeas and nays were ordered; when Mr. 
EVANS withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ADAMS thanked the gentleman for with- 
drawing his motion. For some time past the | 
House had been in the habit of adjourning be- 


this was, that gentlemen in Committee of the 
Whole would go on with their speeches, until | 
they became exhausted, and a motion would then | 
be made that the committee rise, and therefore 
the House would adjourn. In consequence of | 
this practice, one gentleman had occupied the | 
House four days, ona motion to strike a few 





considerable in itself. He hoped the House 
would now take up and consider such business 
on the Speaker’s table as would not occasion de- 


as any other. 

Mr. STORER then moved to suspend the rule, | 
for the purpose of considering bills upon the | 
Speaker’s table, on their third reading; which 
was agreed to—ayes 83, noes 38. 

Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 41, 
nays 91. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. WISE said, as the seats were not much 
more than half filled, he would move a call of the 
House, and asked for the yeas and nays on the 
| motion, which were not ordered. 

The motion was then negatived. 
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COMMISSIONER OF LOANS. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill from the 
House to repeal so much of the act entitled ‘* An | 
act transferring the duties of Commissioners of || 
Loans to the Bank of the United States, and | 
abolishing the office of Commissioner of Loans, | 
as requires the bank of the United States to per- 
form the duties of Commissioner of Loans for the 
several States,’’ was carried through its several 
stages and passed. 


REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 


On motion by Mr. KNIGHT, the bill to repeal | 
the duties on certain articles, and to reduce those 
on others therein enumerated, was taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and | 
ordered to a third reading. 


BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


The following bills were severally read the | 
second time, and considered as in Committee of || 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill to authorize the issuing of letters patent 
to John Howard Ryan, a subject of the King of 
Great Britain; and 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wainwright, of 
Boston. 

INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 


The bill to prevent the circulation through the 
mails of incendiary publications, was taken up |, 
as the special order. 

Mr. CALHOUN briefly explained the provi- || 
sions of the bill, and moved to fill up the first 
blank with $100, and the second blank with $1,000; | 
which motion was agreed to. 

(These sums apply to the penalty imposed on 
the deputy postmasters for a violation of the law, | 
being a fine of not less than $100, and not more 
than $1,000.) 

Mr. DAVIS said this was a very important 
bill, and ought not to be acted on without some 
deliberation. He had hoped some gentleman 
would have been prepared to deliver his views at | 
length upon it. a for himself, he was not now 
prepared to speak on it. He would move to post- 

one it for the present. 

Mr. GRUNDY observed that he had lately 
turned his attention to the subject, and approved 
of the principles of the bill, though he did not | 
think it altogether calculated to effect the objects 
it had in view. If the gentleman from South | 
Carolina would consent to a postponement for || 
two or three days, he should then be prepared to 
offer some amendments that he thought would be 
satisfactory to the gentleman, and would answer 
the purpose intended; his duties in the committee 
of which he was chairman preventing him from 
attending to the subject sooner. Mr. G., after | 
further consideration, and a suggestion from Mr. 
Caxuoun, assented to the postponement till to. || 
morrow, and the bill was accordingly so post- 

oned. 

" Mr. DAVIS did not know that he would or 
would not address the Senate on the subject, but 
if he did he should want it laid over longer than 
till to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Senate took up 
the bill from the House to suspend the operation 
of the second proviso in the third section of the 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year | 
1835; and the bill was, by unanimous consent, 
carried through its different stages, and passed. 


PENSION APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate took 
up the bill making appropriations for the pay- | 
ment of the revolutionary and other pensioners | 
of the Government for the year 1836. The ques- | 
tion being on the following amendment submitted 
by Mr. Benton: 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That no bank note of 
less denomination than twenty dollars shall hereafter be 
offered in payment in any case whatsoever in which money 
is to be paid by the United States or the Post Office Depart- 
ment; nor shall any bank note, of any other denomination, 
be so offered, unless the same shall be payable and paid on 
demand, in gold or silver coin, at the place where issued, 
and which shail not be equivalent to specie at the place 
where offered, and convertible into gold or silver upon the 
ret at the will of the holder, and without delay or loss to | 
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ten dollars, and that from and after the 3d day of March, 
dollars, shall be offered in payment in any case whatsoever 


denomination be so offered unless the same shall be pay- 
| able, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at the place 


| it. He said, in the present state of things, the 
| amendment of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
| Benton] might operate too suddenly, and, in 


|| objects of the bill, but thought, if there was any 
| defect in it, it consisted in there being no penalty 


| willing to embarrass a measure which he had so 
much at heart, and partly because he knew that 
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Mr. NILES submitted the following amend- 


| ment to the amendment: 


That hereafter no bank note of less denomination than 
A.D. 1837, no bank note of less denomination than twenty 


in which money is to be paid by the United States or the 
Post Office Department, nor shall any bank note of any 


where issued, and which shall not be equivalent to specie | 
atthe place where offered, and convertible into gold or | 
silver upon the spot, at the will of the holder, and without 
delay or loss to him. 

Mr. NILES, after submitting his amendment, | 
explained at some length the nature and effect of 


effect, produce a sort of panic; and he had offered | 
his amendment with a view to give more time, 
and to effect the object more gradually. 


Mr. WHITE approved most highly of the 


imposed on the officers or agents of the Govern- 
ment for disobeying the law. 

Mr. BENTON most cordially concurred with 
the Senator from Tennessee. He had turned over | 
the subject in his own mind, and had not inserted 
a penalty in the bill, partly because he was un- 





the officers of the Army would be oma to the 
rules and articles of war if they disobeyed the 
injunctions of the bill, for its provisions would be 
sent to them with instructions from the War De- 
partment. But he was heartily willing,and would 


warmly and cordially concur in inserting the | 


penehy that the disobedience of the officer shall 
ve followed by a dismissal from the service. 

knew that great oppressions had been practiced 
by officers on laborers and others who could not 
help themselves. The main stress of the amend- 
ment (said Mr. B.) lies in the last clause of the 


amendment—that is, in making our mark at $20, | 


and which goes to cut off every bank note which 


| is not payable in gold and silver upon the spot. 


This would be of incalculable benefit to the sol- 


| dier, who could not leave his post to get uncurrent | 
| paperexchanged. Gentlemen might say that this | 
\| 

‘| amendment was to carr 


soldiers. 
largest payments to the Army were made in the 
West; and there were three paymasters there— 
Major Massias, Major Stewart, and Major Har- 


'|ney—who determined to carry nothing to the 


soldiers but gold and silver, and that equivalent 


\| to it; and they did carry it, and the beneficial 
|| effects were soon discovered. 
| that was carried was carried by Major Harney. 


The largest sum 


He carried about $40,000, $10,000 of which was 


| in gold; and he did it without any expense to the 
All he had to do was to make a | 


United States. 
requisition on the next military post for baggage 
wagons and a guard: and he was informed by 
that officer that there was a general rejoicing in 


| the camp when he arrived there with the money. 


There was but one rueful countenance to be seen, 
and that was of the sutler, who complained that 


| if that practice was continued he would be ruined; 


that formerly, when payments were made to the 
soldiers, they rushed to him in crowds with their 
bank notes; but that now they would keep the 
gold and silver, instead of aoe it in drink 
and other superfluities. He believed that under 
this provision nothing but gold and silver would 
be carried to the outer military posts. If the 
Senator from Tennessee would suggest an amend- 
ment to suit his views, he would heartily concur 
in it. 

Mr. WHITE spoke in favor of pensions being 
paid in specie, and that it was of more import- 
ance that their interests should be subserved in 
this matter than even the soldiers of the Army. 
That class of them who received their forty-eight 
dollars were, of all things, most glad to receive 
the specie. He was, on the whole, content with 
the amendment of the Senator from Connecticut, 
(Mr. Nies.] 

The question was here taken on Mr. Nixes’s 
amendment, and it was adopted—yeas 22, nays 
13; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Grundy, 





He | 


gold and silver to the | 
He said, God grantthatit might. The | 
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Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, King of Alabama, Leigh, Linn, 


| McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Porter, Robinson, Rug- 

gles, Shepley, Tomlinson, Walker, White, and W right —22. 
| NAYES —Messrs. Black, Clay, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, 
| Kent, King of Georgia, Knight, Mangum, Moore, Naudain, 
Prentiss, Robbins, and Swift—13. 

Mr. CLAY thought it worthy of serious con- 
sideration whether it would not be better to leave 
the matter as it now stood, as under the present 
laws the creditors of the Government were bound 
to take nothing but gold and silver in payment. 
It was worthy of consideration whether the pass- 
ing of this amendment would not be giving an 
implied sanction to the reception, by the officers 
of the Government, of bank notes of every de- 
scription. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that the subject of 
receiving and disbursing the revenues of the 
| United States, had occupied the attention of all; 
| it certainly had occupied his attention; and after 
spending years in thinking about it, he had come 
to the conclusion, that there was but one safe 
course for the United States to pursue, and that 
was, to return to gold and silver for the Treasury. 
He had been of that mind for years past; and 
| had made arough draft of a bil to accomplish 
that object; the only difficulty was, to arrange 
the times so as to enable the Government to cut 
loose from bank paper without giving a shock to 
the community. It was a lamentable cireum- 
stance that the Federal Government, while re- 
ceiving the depreciated currency of the States, 

vas able, at the passage of the very first revenue 
law, and at the rst session of its Legislature, to 
declare that gold and silver only should be re- 
| ceived in payment, and that they were not now 
able to do it without producing a convulsion, so 
much had they become entangled in the paper 
system. Now, the little amendment which he 
had offered to the appropriation bill, was only 
the commencement of a system which he hoped 
to see carried out; and the rough bill he trad 
drawn out was to take up and carry on the system 
thuscommenced. While they were complaining 
of the States for the sanctioning the inordinate 
increase of banking capital, it was lamentable 
that this was owing ‘to the fault of the Federal 
Government in receiving these notes to the extent 


they did, and paying them out to the public cred - 
itors. It was by this means thai a fictitious credit 


was given to them; it was by this means that 
they got the money of the United States to bank 
on; and it was by this means that a piece of 
worthless paper with a little lamp black on it, 
and made at Passamaquoddy, and called five 
dollars, was made to pass at Attakapas, because 
it was receivable in payment for the public lands. 
| He saw it announced in the New Orleans papers, 
that a Mr. Armand had, in the Louisiana Legis- 
| lature, proposed in bitter irony, that the ancient 
| and renowned company of fox-hunters should be 
incorporated with ban He did it 
| in bitter ent as a reproach to the wild spirit of 
|| speculation, by which the evils of a paper cur- 
rency was so much extended. As a consequence 
| of this expansion of the paper system, they were 
purchasing bread from Europe. The starvelings 
of Europe were sending them bread; and it was 
because. those who made this bank paper, did it 
| with such facility, that they could give a bundle 
| of it for a single loaf. He held that all this was 
the fault of the Federal Government, rather than 
| of the States; for if they did not give this paper 
money the wings to fly on, by making it payable 
| for the revenues, it would fall back on those who 
| issued it; and those charters, by which uncounted 
| millions were circulated, and which encouraged 
an extravagant and demoralizing system of gam- 
bling in stocks, would soon cease, for the quantity 
of bank capital in the United States was brought 
back to the lawful operations of trade; he believed 
that four fifths of the stock now held would be 
surrendered as unprofitable. So far from giving 
sanction to the receipt of paper-money, his object 
was to cut loose from the whole of it. 

Mr. PORTER here submitted the following 
amendment: 

“ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to make anything but gold or silver a legal tender, by 
any individual, or by the United States.” 

Mr. BENTON assented to the amendment, 
and said that the — might make it as 
strong as he pleased. 
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Mr. KING, of | 
tended by gentlemen to follow up this amend- | 
ment by a repeal of the law which forced on 
them the reception of thé notes of the Bank of 
the United States in payment of the revenue. 
There was a bill pending (not before them, how- 
ever) for that purpose; and he did not know | 
whether gentlemen were prepared to give it their 
support, if the bill did come up. He only made 
this suggestion to gentlemen, that they might 
give their attention to the subject. 

Mr. EWING said there was nothing in this 
bill to prevent the receiving of the notes of the 
United States Bank. If there wasa compact or 
obligation on the part of the Government, in pur- 
suance of the charter, to receive them, it could 
not be violated. He understood it had been so 
construed by the Secretary of the Treasury, that 
that Department was bound to receive them. He 
(Mr. E.) however, did not wish to be considered 
as giving any opinion on the subject. 

Mr. CLAY. The notes of the Bank of the 
United States were never a legal tender; the law 
only authorized them to be received in payment 
of debts due the Government. If any Senator had 
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| twenty dollars, and to make them 


any of those notes, and wanted to get rid of them, || 


he might hand them to him. He would be glad to 
give the notes of any of these small banks, or even 
specie, for them. 

Mr. KNIGHT considered the amendment al- 
together useless. There was no obligation in any | 
one to receive anything but specie in payment 
from the Government; and he presumed that when 
notes less than ten dollars were paid to an indi- 
vidual, it was only for his convenience. If the in- 
dividual was aid. in notes over five dollars, he 
ovly had to turn round and ask the cashier to 
change them for fives; and he could also, if paid 
in five dollar notes, get them changed for tens or | 
twenties, by asking forthem. He considered the | 
amendment altogether useless; but if the gentle- 
man would introduce a proposition requiring pay- 
ments to be made only in goldand silver, he should 
vote for it. 






























Sidiatien. resumed it was in- | to be banking capital. The Senate would do 


him justice for predicting in 1834, that the state 
of things then would shake the country to its very 
center. He could not let the matter pass without 
warning the Senate and the country of the dan- 
gers that threatened the country. 

Mr. BEN'TON said that, emong the other papers 
in his possession, he had an amendment that he 
had prepared for the bill, to regulate the deposits 
of the public moneys. Would the Secretary be 
so good as to tell him how that bill stood on the 
Calendar? 


(The Secretary answered that the bill was only | State banks. 
| eight ahead. |} 


ell, (continued Mr. B.,) we shall come to it 


| pretty soon, and he was then for making these | 


deposit banks pay something handsome for the 
use of the etn money. He also had a provi- 
sion to prevent them from issuing notes less than 
pay in gold 
and silver, or that equivalent to it, so that the 
holder of the bills should have a right to demand 


1} -o one half in gold on the spot. He 


should stake his political existence against suffer- 
ing the notes of any of these banks from becom- 
ing the currency of the country. We cannot 
(said Mr. B.) cut them off at once, but must come 


toa specie circulation gradually. He would state, | 


before he sat down, that his bill to supply the 
Mint with coin (proposed afew days ago) would 
take upa considerable portion of the revenue; for 
the Mint would require, as he had been informed 
by the director of that institution, a million of 
dollars a month. 


Mr. CALHOUN rose to express his approba- | 


tion of the measures the Senator from Missouri 
proposed to introduce, and said he would coéper- 
ate in any measure that would prevent that great- 
est of all calamities to any country, a ruined cur- 


rency, a state of things which gave the sagacious | 
| and cunning man the advantage over the honest | 


| laborer. 


Mr. NILES said that the Senator from South | 
|| Carolina{Mr. Carnoun] had delivered the speech 


Mr. BENTON said he should certainly do so; || we had just heard, or the substance of it, three or 


but not for a single suggestion, and not at that | 
time. 
Mr. CALHOUN doubted whether much, if 
any, good could come out of this proposition. He 
could sce nothing in itthat could cure the wretched 
state of the currency. It would be better to draw 
the fifteen millions of Government money out of 
these deposite banks, and distribute it where it 
cold be usefully employed. They were using | 
this money without paying anything for the use 
of it, and drawing from the Government some- | 
thing like two and a half millions of dollars profit. | 
The Administration was responsible for that 
thoughtless, mischievous, and imprudent act of | 
withdrawing the deposits from the United States | 
Bank, and placing them in these pet banks; | 
notwithstanding they were told that, instead of | 
stopping the evils of banking, these Hydras | 
would spring up like mushrooms. It was amaz- 
ing to see the majority sitting quietly by without 
proposing a remedy to this evil, which was 
making beggars of thousands, and enriching 
speculators. These pet banks had an agent by 
the name of Whitney, (Mr. C. did not know 
him,) who had a control over the pecuniary af- | 


| 








fairs of the country, which no other man ever || 
had. He could raise or depress stocks at pleasure. || 
There was an awful responsibility resting on the || 


supporters of the Administration. 


The gulf into || 


which they were rushing was before their eyes. |, 
The dreadiul explosion was coming. The injury || 


thanked God, it would not be so great to those of 

the South. If the growing crop should be cut off, | 
no one could tell the state of things it would bring | 
about. 


e | 
to the manufactures would be immense. But he 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Money that had been won by blood, was || 


put into public lands, and drawn out to be put || 


into pet banks. 


without interest. 


States deposited in these irresponsible banks,was 


dollars. He approved of the spirit in which this 


Withdraw them (the deposits) || 
from the banks, said he, and if you cannot return || 
them to the people in any other way, loan them || 
The money of the United || 
| 


an annual tax of something like two millions of || 


four times during the session, on different occa- | 


sions. The surplus of the deposit banks — 
to give the gentleman great anxiety and alarm. 
In addition to his apprehensions for the security 
of the public funds, which he has not now en- 
larged upon, he represents the surplus as an 


alarming evil by its tendency to enlarge the action | 


of the deposit banks, and givea dangerous expan- 
sion to the whole paper system. So far the gen- 
tleman iscorrect. Aside from all other weighty 
objections to an accruing surplus, if it shall ap- 
pear that there is a surplus, this is, no doubt, an 
evil of no small magnitude. The money now in 
the Treasury, however, cannot be regarded as a 
surplus; it has accumulated by the tardiness of 


our legislation, and the delay of the appropriation | 
bill; it is much of it required for the public ex- | 


penditures of the current year. The evil, there- 
fore, to a considerable extent, may be regarded as 
atemporary one. Butif there shall prove to be 
a surplus beyond the appropriation, such surplus, 
whether of thirty millions or ten millions, being, 
as of course must be the case, deposited in the 
banks, becomes a capital on which the banks 
will make discounts, and enlarge their operations. 
This operates like sudden creation of additional 
bank capital to the amount of the permanent sur- 
lus, and will enable the banks to increase their 
Seaton to perhaps twice the amount of these depos- 
its. This state of things, in common with the 
improvident legislation of the States for the last 
two years, in creating bank capital to an unpre- 
cedented amount,exceeding probably $50,000,000, 
has had a pernicious influence by giving a dan- 
gerous expansion to the whole paper system. 
The profits which the deposit banks derive from 
the public funds, although large, and what they 
ought not to receive, is the smallest part of the 
evils of this state of things. Did I suppose there 
was to be a permanent surplus, I should be as 
anxious to make some disposition of it as the 
Senator from South Carolina can be; and although 
I will not say that I would support any of the 


: r L '| proposed schemes for the distribution of it, yet I 
resolution was offered, but it would not meet the || 


would go as far as he who goes the furthest in 


crisis. Let the Senate follow up this resolution || support of any plan to get md of it, founded in 


with measures that would make this money cease |} justice, and which shall not conflict with the 


BE 
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Constitution. He did not, however, wish to see 
it distributed among the States, but desired to see 
it returned to the people; or rather, that no more 
money should be drawn into the Treasury than 
what was required to meet the wants of the Goy. 
ernment. Let us stop the money from flowin 

into the Treasury, and leave it to distribute itse|; 

among the peo le. This was the scheme of dis- 
tribution which he should prefer. But the Sen- 
ator represents the evils of this surplus as arisin 

from the public funds being withdrawn from the 
Bank of the United States and deposited in certain 
He could not understand how this 
had either caused the evil, or increased it. It was 
unaccountable to him how a given amount of 
money deposited in one set of banks should have 
more influence to extend banking operations than 





if deposited in another set of banks. The banks 
are all governed by the same principles, and act 
from the same motives. Their object is to make 
| the greatest profit; and the public funds, let them 
be in what bank they may, will be used for this 
purpose. It is now claimed, that the public rey- 
enues, being in State banks, have occasioned an 
| alarming extension of banking operations and an 
| expansion of the paper system which threaten 
general ruin. Would not these evils, so far as 
they do exist, have been the same if these funds 
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had been in the Bank of the United States and its 
branches? 

He should like to have the explanation of this 
matter. It was to him as great a mystery as one 
of an opposite character two years ago. Then 
it was claimed by the Senator and others that the 
removal of the public funds from the bank of the 
United States to these same pet banks occasioned 
a money pressure and a panic. It was then said 
that the public revenues, while deposited in the 
United States Bank, were a fund in which that 
bank extended accommodations to merchants and 
othess; but that, being removed to State banks, 
they were not available for such purpose. The 
— could not be benefited by them in the State 
yanks; and this was oe alleged as the cause 
of the money pressure. en of plain common 
sense could not then comprehend how it was that 
the removal of eight or ten millions of dollars 
from one to another set of banks, all acting on the 
same principles, and using it as a capital, should 
create a scarcity of money. This was a mystery 
two years ago; and now it seems we have another 
mystery quite as great—the deposit of the public 
funds in State banks, or what the gentleman calls 
pet banks, producing an alarming expansion of 
the paper system, deranging the currency and 
threatening a general explosion, when none of 
these evils would exist had the same funds been 
deposited in the Bank of the United States. He 
had no partiality for the deposit banks nor any 
other banks; he wished them to be restricted and 
compelled to pay for the use of the public deposit; 
they were now enjoying advantages which they 
ought not to enjoy; but he could not in silence 
hear it repeated again and again on this floor, that 
the evils arising from the present surplus, what- 
ver they may be, have been occasioned by the 

ublic revenues being deposited in the State banks, 
instead of the Bank of the United States, as that 
bank has greater power, is controlled by one will, 
and can act with more energy and effect. Had it 
retained the public funds, the present evils would 
have been greatly increased. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in reply to Mr. Nizes, said 
the gentleman had misunderstood him. His ar- 
gument was, that the removal of the deposits, and 
the breaking down of the Bank of the United 
States, had given rise to innumerable State banks; 
and not that the surplus would not have accumu- 
lated in the Bank of the United States; and that 
the idea of limiting bank capital by removing the 
deposits had turned out to be wholly fallacious. 
But it was the security of the public money, to 
which he had alluded; for he would venture te 
assert, that, ifan insurance was opened, they could 
not get the public money insured in the deposit 
banks, against loss, for a premium of twenty 
per cent. In the Bank of the United States 
the public money would have been safe, and, 
what was more, they would, as stockholders, be 
drawing an interest of $400,000 for this money, 
which the deposit banks used without interest. 
There would have arisen another advantage from 
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leaving the public money in that bank. Had it 
jt remained there, there would have been no ob- 
jection, as now, to the distribution of it among 
the States, because the Government was in a state 
of hostility to the bank. President Jackson had 
twice recommended this measure, and it was sur- 
prising to see the facility with which his friends 
changed their opinions to please him. When he 
first recommended the distribution, they highly 
applauded it; the recommendation was eagerly 
hailed by New York; Pennsylvania followed suit, 
and the whole party sung hosannas to it; now they | 
were all opposed to it. a 

He saw a great difference in having the public | 
money where it was safe, from having it where 
it was not safe. Banking capital had increased 
more than one hundred millions, and he held the 
Administration responsible for it, as well as for | 
all the evils with which they were threatened. | 
He had predicted this state of things again and 
again, aS a consequence of the measures of the 
Administration; but he had not been listened to, 
and they had proposed no measures to remedy or | 
prevent the evils acknowledged to exist. They | 
came into power in 1830; they saw the public debt | 
was about to be paid; they saw the tariff throw- | 





to have collected; and they recommended no 
measures to meet these emergencies. Instead of 
being employed in attending to these objects, they | 
were employed in turning out one Cabinet and 
putting in another, and regulating social inter- | 
} 
| 


| 
| 
course, declaring who they should visit and who 
they should not visit. He held the Administra- 
tion responsible for the existing state of things 


in regard to the currency, and for converting the 
public lands, the property of the people, into | 


useless paper. 

Mr. V XLKER said, he had heard with much | 
surprise the charge renewed by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catuovn,] in relation 
to the deposit banks; or, as that gentleman desig- 
nates them, pet banks, the President’s banks. | 
Mr. W. said, that if these banks are the pets of | 
any man, or set of men, they were the pets of the 
United States Bank; for, Mr. W. believed, that | 


nine tenths of these very misnamed pets had pe- | 


titioned for, or favored the recharter of, the Bank | 
of the United States. They were, (said Mr. W.,) 

with few exceptions, all opposed to the President. | 
The official documents from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, on which gentlemen of the Opposition 
have heretofore commented, exhibit the fact, that 
the Planters’ Bank of Mississippi held nearly 
three millions of the public moncys; and yet this 
enormous sum is permitted to remain in a bank 


whose president, whose cashier and directors; | 
were the decided opponents of that gentleman | 


whose cause, it is insinuated, the President desires 


to promote through the aid of the public moneys | 
in the deposit banks. Should not this fact con- 
vince every impartial mind, that these charges | 
ainst the President were utterly groundless? | 
fara, that four | 

fifths of the deposit banks are opposed to the | 


Sir, (said Mr. W.,) I venture to a 


President, and that a publication of the list of 
names of the stockholders, directors, and officers 


of these institutions, would prove the truth of this || 
Sir, (said Mr. W.,) if banks, ay, | 


assertion. 
even if deposit banks were to decide the politics 
of the day, hopeless indeed would be the cause of 
the President and his friénds. But (said Mr. 
W.) the gentleman from South Carolina tells us 
that the public moneys are unsafe in the deposit 
banks; that no one would insure the return of 
these public moneys by these banks to the Gov- 
ernment at less than twenty per cent. 

Sir, (said Mr. W.,) if the gentleman will make 
the offer, he can, I have no doubt, obtain this 
insurance at less than one half per cent.; and, sir, 
so faras my humble means would go, I would 
most cheerfully insure the prompt payment of all 
the public moneys by the Planters’ Bank of Mis- 
sissippi at less than one twentieth of one percent. 


Sir, (said Mr. W.,) that bank is owned and con- | 
trolled by political opponents; but I feel bound te | 
e institution is perfectly solvent, fully | 
able to meet, at any moment, any call the Treas- | 


say, that 


ury may make upon it, and that it is, at this mo- 
ment, infinitely safer than the Bank of the United 


in proportion to its circulation, than the Bank of 


’ bo ) e ta || from South Carolina so loudly complains. 
ing millions into the Treasury, which it ought not |} 
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the United States. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) an effort 
was made some two years ago, on this floor, to 
destroy the eredit of the Planters’ Bank of Mis- 
| sissippi. Analarm was created abroad; the notes 
| of the bank were sent from all the distant cities 
| for redemption in specie, and they were redeemed, 
| and the panic terminated; and, sir, is it desired 
| to get up another panic, not merely in Mississippi, 
| but throughout the Union? Is it intended once 





| more to unhinge public confidence, to excite an- || 


other alarm by asserting that twenty per cent. 
would not be taken as an insurance forthe return 


| it intended to create, by false alarms here, an- 


i| other scene of distress and embarrassment, and 


then to charge it upon the President? Is it for 
this, that inflated estimates of the’alleged surplus 


Congress, when all the Son bills may 
have passed, there may be no surplus at all? 
But these public moneys are not deposited in the 
United States Bank; they are not there to be used 
in prostrating the Administration, and overthrow- 
ing the liberties of the people; and this seems to 
be the great grievance of which the gentleman 
Sir, 
the sentiment of the American people, shaken by 
the portentous alarms, echoed and reéchoed from 
this Hall, did for a moment vibrate upon this sub- | 
ject; but it is now fixed and immutable, that the | 
public moneys had better be scattered to the four 
winds of heaven than to be used as a part of the 
| artillery of the bank in its war upon the Govern- 
ment and people of the Union. Believing, then, 
that no useful object can be accomplished by these 
incessant assaults upon the deposit banks, I hope 
these attacks will cease, or, if renewed, it may in 
future have facts and specifications, instead of 
vague assertions and groundless insinuations. 
Mr. Porrer’s amendment was then agreed to; 





third reading. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills from the House were sev- 
erally read twice and referred: 
A bill for the relief of Tobias Drum; 


of the Cowpens; 
A bill for the relief of Jacob F. Walter; 
A bill for the relief of Getano Carusi; 
A bill from the Senate for the relief of Henry 


deceased; 


viving partner of Jackson and McJimsey; 


York; 

A bill for the relief of John Frazer & Company, 
of Charleston, South Carolina. 

A bill for the relief of James Robertson, of 
South Carolina; 

A bill for the relief of Thankful Randall; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Mays; 


|| Judge; 
| A bill to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause to be issued to Albert C. Smith, 
and others, patents for certain reservations of 
and in Michigan Territory; 

A bill for the relief of Francis R. Theobald; 
Pr 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin F. Stone. 


| AMENDMENTS TO DEPOSIT BILL. 


Mr. WRIGHT submitted certain amendments 
late 


| the public deposits, and moved that they be 





which he proposed to offer to the bill to regu 


nate; which motion was agreed to.. 

On motion by Mr. BLACK, the Senate went 
|| into the consideration of executive business; after 
| which it adjourned. 


| penton for the information of the members of the 
j 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -fpril 6, 1836. 
Mr. CONNOR, on leave, 


| 


| 


of electing a President and 


| of the public moneys from the deposit banks. Is || 


are presented to the public, when, at the rising of | 


and the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora || 


A bill to renew the gold medal struck and pre- | 
sented to General Morgan, in honor of the battle | 


B. Tyler, executor of Colonel Richard Smith, | 
A bill for the relief of Robert McJimsey, sur- | 
A bill for the relief of Robert Dickey, of New | 


A bill for the relief of James Tucker and John | 


'' from sundry citizens of Lincoln county, North || 20 Documentary History of the United States, at 
2 Carolina, in favor of an amendment of the Con- 
States; that it has more specie or northern funds, I stitution in that part which provides for the mode 


ice President ef the 
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| United States; which was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

| to which that subject had been referred. 

| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported, with an amendment, the bill 
from the Senate, providing for deepening the bar 
and constructing adry dock at Pensacola; which 
| was committed. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, from the Committee on the 
| Militia, reported a bill to provide more effectually 
for the national defense, by organizing and arm- 
ing the militia, and providing for disciplining the 
same; which was read twice and committed. 
| Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, presented a communication from the Com- 
| missioner of the General Land Office; which was 





ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a joint resolution to suspend 
so much of the third section of the act waking 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1835, as 
provides that the whole number of custom-house 
officers on the Ist January, 1834, shall not be in- 
creased until otherwise allowed by Congress. 
Some explanatory conversation took place 
between Messrs. SUTHERLAND, HARDIN, 
WHITTLESEY, LAWRENCE, GIDEON 
LEE, DENNY, and CAMBRELENG, when, 
On motion by Mr. SUTHERLAND, the joint 
resolution was amended by giving the proposi- 
tion the character of a bill, and also by limiting 
the suspension of the third section, as aforesaid, 
to the end of the present session of Congress. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time; subsequently, it was passed. 


BOOKS TO MEMBERS. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of considering a resolution on the 
Speaker’s table, directing the Clerk of the House 
to furnish the new members of the Twenty-Fourth 
Congress with the same books which were fur- 
nished to the members of the Twenty-Third Con- 
gress; which was agreed to—ayes 112, noes not 
counted, 

The resolution being read, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, objected to the 
passage of the resolution, and felt it his duty to 
make a statement to the House of the expendi- 
tures which would arise upon the adoption of the 
resolution. He had examined into the subject, 
and caused a statement to be made, showing the 
books that would be printed and purchased under 
the resolution, and he found it would cause a re- 
print of eighty-four volumes, which would cost 
| the sum of $35,041 16, and under it the Clerk of 
the House would purchase fifty-four volumes, 
now in print, or preparing for the press, costing 
the sum of $63,938, making an aggregate ex- 
| penditure of near $100,000; making over $1,000 
|| in books to each of the new members of the pres- 
|| ent Congress. 
|| Mr. J. read a catalogue of the books, and the 
|| cost as estimated by one of the Clerks of the 
House, as follows: 

INGERSOLL’s resolution will cause a reprint of — 























Cost estimated. 
| 7 volumes Documents of the second session 
of the Twenty-Second Congress..........+. $3,118 50 
1} 4 Elliote’s Debates ....cccccccccccccccsccecese 1,237 50 
2 volumes Manufacturing Documents........ 2891 00 
| 27 volumes Documents and Journal of the first 
session of the Twenty-Third Congress...... 12,475 10 
| 9 volumes Diplomatic Correspondence........ 4,845 06 
| 9 volumes Journal, to 1815........seeeeeseeeee 4,455 00 
1] EMG EMSs ices cccccccces coccesccccscsece 693 00 
|| 12 volumes Documents and Journals of the sec- 
ond session of the Twenty-Third Congress.. 5,346 00 
4 volumes Journals, t0 1778.......e+eeeeseeeeve 1,980 00 
| $35,041 16 
| Works in Print. 
1 Documentary History of the United States 
Bank, at $4 50 each.......sceecceesecceres 9445 5D 
9 Register of Debates, at $75 each.......----+-> 425 00 
1 Livingston’s Code, at 85 each.......-- soceee 495 00 
1 Commercial Regulations, at $5 each....---- 495 00 
1 Peck’s Trial, at $5 cach.......-ssee eres eee 495 00 
er 1 Cobb’s Manual, at $1 each......-.+-++ +09 ee 390 00 
presented a petition || 20 American State Papers, at $227 40 each....- 22,512 60 
BBQ Cach....creececseccecers veers odessse 00 
54 $63,938 10 
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Mr. J. said many of the books which would 
necessarily be reprinted if the resolution was 
adopted, were wholly useless, and would never 
be read. He referred to the volumes of the doc- 
uments of the first session of last Congress, con- 
taining the panic memorials and the names of the 
memorialists, and also those containing the names 
of the pensioners. He thought the thousand dol- 
lars could be as well—much better expended for 
the benefit of the new members in purchasing 
other books of a different character. Mr.J . regret- 
ted placing himself in a position in which he 
might have the appearance of acting unkindly to 
the new members of the present Congress. He 
felt it his duty to resist such an application of 
the publication heretofore, as well as now; he 


| 





had rie wag renee all such propositions from | 


the time he had the honor of a seat upon this 
floor; and he expected to do so. If Congress 
should purchase and present books to the mem- 
bers of Congress, they should be returned to the 
Public Library upon the expiration of their re- 
spective terms, for the use of their successors. 
‘The resolution seemed plausible in placing the 
new members upon the same footing with the 
members of the baat Congress; it was apparent, 
however, that they could, with the same propri- 


ety, claim as many books as the members of the | 


present Congress who had served fifteen or twen- 


ty years, and all our successors upon this floor | 
might with the same propriety make the same | 


claim. 


He felt it his duty to make these state- | 


ments to the House, and he should ask the privi- | 


lege of recording his vote in opposition, 


Mr. INGERSOLL (who originally offered the | 
resoution) said: I introduce this resolution, not | 


so much from any impulses of my own, as in 
compliance with the wishes of others, who, like 
myself, are without the advantage of personal 
experience here. Ido not now desire to urge it 


beyond a point which may be considered per- | 


fectly reasonable and just. The resolution, it 


will be perceived, merely adopts the precedent | 
which has been set by those members of the pres- | 


ent Congress who were also members of the last. 


All of them, I presume, have either supported the | 


measure by their votes, or availed themselves of 
‘ts fruits. The gentle fr Tennessee h 

its fruits. 1e gentleman from Tennessee has, 
as he says, received the books, and he manifests 


the utility of them in the information which he | 


habitually communicates to the House. 
who are entirely without the benefit derived from 


a participation in the past proceedings of Con- | 


gress, are obliged to recur to the volumes in 
question, in order that = may reach the in- 
formation necessary to enab 
scientious vote upon almost any subject that oc- 
curs. For myself, I acknowledge my obligations 
to an honorable friend for the use of the books 
which have been furnished to him under former 
resolutions of a similar character. The State 
papers, which are especially objected to, are of 
peculiar value, and of constant use as a work of 
reference, 

This resolution, however, is more important in 
a public than a private sense. Besides the im- 
mediate communication of intelligence to mem- 
bers of Congress, it contemplates a broader dif- 


Those | 


. \ 
e them to give a con- | 


fusion of interesting knowledge throughout the | 


nation and throughout the world. Every element || 
ws y || been under the entire control of the Treasury Department, | 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, by himself, or his agents, | 


of the present elevation of the country, in power 


and in happiness, is to be found in the works | 


which it is proposed to distribute. You cannot 
better serve the cause of universal freedom, and 
sound political wisdom, than by exhibiting every- 


where the measures which this nation has re- | 
sorted to, and adopted, in the course of its brief | 
i 


but comprehensive history, After the books have 
been used by the immediate representatives of the 
people, they will become the property of the peo- 
ple themselves. } 
true, and, before long, the only evidence access- 
ible to every citizen, of the wisdom and the errors 
of those who have gone before us. They will 
teach lessons of equal practical utility, alolker 
they reflect a record of proceedings which are 
wise cnough to be imitated, or erroncous enough 
to be avoided. 

The example of another Government is worthy 
of recollection. Your library has recently been 
enriched by a gift of the valuable and extensive 
publication of the almost bygone monuments of 





They will be cherished as the | 


{| 


ation contained in these costly volumes. Not | 
| only are the especial libraries of sister Govern- 


| the halls of all the celebrated seminaries of learn- 
ing throughout Christendom. 


| sachusetts would vary his motion so as to refer 


doubt abou 
are selected and regulated ; and, whereas, said agency is 
alleged to be improper and corrupt, effected by some per- 
son Or persons not officers of the Governwent, or appointed 
or responsible as such, or known in any manner to the 
laws, and who are secretly paid large stipends or amounts 
of compensation for procuring the custody and the use of 
the public deposits ; and, whereas, the said banks, for whieh 
the public deposits are thus procured, are in possession of 
the public money without charge or interest, or other charge 
whatsoever for the use of the same, and the said person or 


| purposes, dangerous to the 





liberal nation has endeavored to spread as widely | 
as the empire of civilized man extends, the inform- 


ments in possession of them, but the existence of 
them is perpetuated by finding them a place in 


It appears to me 
that we owe at least as much to our fathers and 
to ourselves. 

Ata moment when the National Treasury is 
filed to repletion, what better use can be made 
of a comparative modicum of its surplus wealth 
than that which the resolution contemplates? Not 
an interest can suffer. Every one may be bene- | 
fited. The expense which is complained: of is 
aes whether it be compared with the 
good effects that are likely to be the consequence, 
or with the ordinary profusion which is mani- | 
fested in the printing of public documents by the | 
House. 

With respect to one of the works called for, it 
is not easy to understand upon what principle a 
premeanes is to be given to our more experienced 
wethren over ourselves, Where publications 
have been made heretofore, and are now exhaust- 
ed by distribution, there may be plausibility in 





yvense; but the ** Documentary History of the | 
United States’’ is yet in embryo. Nota member | 
has been furnished with it. ‘When it shall have | 
issued from the press, and comes fresh and new, 
for the information of the people, with the whole 
expense which it calls for, yet to be incurred, I 
claim for the Representatives an equal right to 
partake of the benefits which it confers. 
Mr. REED was in favor of the resolution; but | 


lost their value, it might be difficult at present to 
amend it so as to make it acceptable. To avoid | 
this difficulty, and as he thought the subject | 


British history and British law. That politic and | 
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persons and the Treasury Department, or between them and 
the deposit banks, or any other individuals or banks, touch. 
ing the custody, and the contro}, and deposit of the public 
money ; and into the amount and mode of compensation 
of all persons whomsoever in any manner whatever con-_ 
nected with the Treasury Department or the deposit banks 

having any agency whatever in negotiating between said 
Department and said banks, or any banks or individuals 

touching the public deposits ; and that said committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WISE assured the House that it was not 
his intention, nor the desire of those friends with 
whom he aeted, so far as he knew, to discuss the 
resolution at that time. It contained no data 
which would elicit debate, and the preamble as- 
serted nothing which would call forth discussion, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentle- 
man that the opposition to the introduction of the 
resolution did not arise from any disposition to 


| stifle the proposed inquiry, but because it was 


believed that 1t would cause a long and unprofit- 
able discussion. With the understanding that it 
would not be debated, he had no objection to the 
introduction of the resolution, and should vote 


for its adoption. 


Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution, 

Mr. WISE moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked for the yeas and nays on the resolu- 


tion; which were ordered—and were: 
the argument which objects to a renewed ex- | 


YEAS — Messrs. Cflilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Boyd, Briggs, 
Bunch, John Calhoon, William B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, 
Campbell, Carter, John Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, 


| Deberry, Denny, Evans, Everett, Forester, French, Philo C, 


Fuller, Rice Garland, Glascock, Granger, Grantland, Gray- 
son, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hitand Hall, Hard, Hardin, 
Harlan, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Hoar, Hopkins, Howell, Ingersoll, William Jack- 
son, Janes, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Law- 


| ler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Lucas, 
if there were some works ordered by it which had || 


Lyon, Martin, Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKennan, 


| Milligan, Owens, Patton, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Pey- 


ton, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, William B. Shep- 


| ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Sloane, Span- 


should be investigated elsewhere, he moved that || 


the resolution be referred to the Committee on 

the Library, so that they might examine and re- | 

port in favor of only such works as were valuable. | 
Mr. JUDSON hoped the gentleman from Mas- | 


the resolution to a select committee. | 
Mr. SPEIGHT thought that gentlemen would | 


' not put the Government to the expense of furnish- 


ing some of those works. Without any disrespect 
to gentlemen, he would say, that he had a copy | 
of some of the books proposed to be furnished, | 
which he would present to any gentleman who | 
would read them. He thought the better way | 
would be to let the subject lie over till to-morrow, | 


to afford time to examine the proposition; and | 
. . . i 
| with that view he moved that the House pro- || 


ceed to the orders of the day; which was agreed | 
to. | 


Mr. WISE rose again to renew his request for | 


| permission to offer the resolution which he had | 
| proposed to offer the two last days. 


He had | 
modified the resolution, and asked that it be read | 
for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas, since the custody of the public money has | 


has selected certain local State banks as places of deposit, 
without regyglation by law; and, whereas, there is great 
he agency by which the said deposit banks 


persons, their agent or agents, are alleged to be political | 
partizans, wielding the public deposits for electioneering | 
rity of the Government and | 
the liberties of the people ; Therefore, 
Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, with | 
power to send for pe and papers, to inquire into the | 
mode or agency of selecting the banks of deposit for the 
public money ; the contracts with the Treasury Department 
y which they are regulated ; the manner in which and the 
persons by whom such contracts are made ; into all corre- 
spondence whatsoever touching contracts for the public 
deposits ; into all connection or relation, official or unoffi- 
cial, which exist or has existed between any person or 





} 
| 
| 





gler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Turner, Underwood, Vinton, White, Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—96. 
NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Bean, Bockee, 
Boon, Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapin, Coffee, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, Farlin, William K. Fuller, 


|| Galbraith, Gillet, Hamer, Hannegan, Hawes, Hawkins, 


Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Jolnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Jud- 
son, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Gid- 
eon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Job 
Mann, William Mason, Moses Mason, May, McKeon, 
McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Morgan, Page, Parker, 
Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, 
John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, Schenck, 
Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Speight, Sutherland, Taylor, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster, and Weeks—87. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules— 
two thirds being necessary. 


Mr. WISE rose to say, that he would recall 


| the notice heretofore given by him, and say that 
PUBLIC DEPOSITS—R. M. WHITNEY. | 


he should not again offer the foregoing resolu- 
tion, for the reason that he was now satisfied a 
majority of the House were not disposed to 
expose the abuses of the Government. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. HANNEGAN asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit him to offer a reso- 
lution making the bill to graduate and reduce the 
price of the public lands the special order of the 
day for the first Tuesday succeeding the final 
disposition of the appropriation bills, and that 
the same be the standing order on each day at 
one o’clock, Fridays and Saturdays excepted, 
until the same be disposed of. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to offer the resolution; which was 
negatived. 

THE PUBLIC MONEY. 


Mr. PEYTON felt constrained reluctantly 
again to ask the consent of the House to offer 
the following resolution. He did so in discharg- 
ing what he conceived an imperious duty. 

Resolved, That the bill reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, entitled “ A bill regulating the deposit of 
the money of the United States in certain local banks,’’ 


together with any amendments which may be offered to 
the same, be made the special order of the day, and that it 


y 
have precedence over all other business of the House, from 
the hour of one o’clock on the second Monday in May 
next, and on each succeeding day, from the same hour, 
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Fridays and Saturdays excepted, until the same shall be 
finally disposed of. 

Mr. PATTON suggested to the gentleman 
from Tennessee to modify his resolution by 
making the bill the special order for the day 
named, provided the appropriation bills should 
be previously disposed of. 

Mr. PEYTON would like to accommodate the 
gentleman from Virginia; but it was ere 
the appropriation bills would be disposed of prior 
to the day named in his resolution. If they were 
not, the measure which he desired to bring up 
could be postponed to a more distant day. He 
declined to modify his proposition, 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution, 

Mr. PEYTON moved to suspend the rule, to 
enable him ‘to offer it, and asked for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered; and were— 

YEAS — Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Bunch, William B. Calhoun, 
Campbell, Carter, John Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Deberry, 
Denny, Evans, Everett, Forester, French, Philo C. Fuller, 
Rice Garland, Granger, Grenneli, Griffin, Hard, Hardin, 
Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hoar, Hopkins, 
Howell, Huntsman, William Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Henry 
Johnson, Lawler, Lay, Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Martin, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, Milligan, James A. 
Pearce, Peyton, Reed, Rencher, Russell, William B. Shep- 
ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Spangler, 
Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, ‘Turner, 
Underwood, Vinton, White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
and Wise—75. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burns, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, John F. H. 





Claiborne, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushing, || 


Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, Farlin, Williain 
Kk. Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, 
Grantiand, Haley, Hiland Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, 
Hubley, Huntington, Ingham, Jabez Jackson,Jarvis, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin 
Jones, John W. Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, 
Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Lucas, Job 
Mann, Manning, William Mason, Moses Mason, May, 
McKeon, McKim, McLene, Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, 
Franklin Pierce, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Speight, 
Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Turrili, Van- 
derpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, Weeks and 
Sherrod Williams—108. 


So the rule was not suspended. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs. 
MORGAN, EVANS, LAY, UNDERWOOD, 
MAY, SEVIER, and GARLAND, of Louis- 
jana; and appropriately referred. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Unfavorable reports upon various petitions | 
were made by Messrs. WHITTLESEY and 
GRENNELL from the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. KINNARD, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief | 
of the legal representatives of Major Tarlton 
Woodson; which was read twice and committed. 
Mr. K.., fromm the same committee, reported the | 


following resolution; which lies over one day for 
consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to cause | 
to be selected from the Journals and acts of Congress, and 
arrange in proper chronological order, all resolves and gen- | 
eral laws of Congress relating to the pay, half-pay, com- | 
mutation, and bounty lands, promised to the officers and | 
privates of the revolutionary army, with references to cases 
in which interest has been allowed and paid on revolution- 
ary claims, together with a synopsis of the provisions made 
for funding the domestic revolutionary debts of the United 
States, and for the settlement and adjustment of the ac- 
counts between the several States and the United States, 
embracing the periods when said accounts were settled, 
and statements of the suins of money credited to the States 
respectively ; the witole to form an abridged history of the 
legislative proceedings of Congress in relation thereto. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a post route from Purdy, Tennessee, by Colonel | 


Jolin Reeves’s in the Chickasaw cession, to Pontotock, in | 
the State of Mississippi. | 


On motion by Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, it | 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee onthe Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing the following post routes in the State of [linois, | 
to wit: From Frankfort by Bainbridge’s store, to Jonesboro’; | 
from Frankfort by Whiteside’s to Golconda; from Belle- | 
ville to Pinckneyville ; from Unity to Smithfield on the Mis- | 
sissippi; from Alton to Carlinville, and from Carlyle to 
Greenville. ' 





| On motion by.Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, * 


| it was 
' 
Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency o/ paying the claim of Thomas 
| J. Lawler against the United States, which is herewith sub- 
| mitted, together with the documents in support thereof. 


| On motion by Mr. EVERETT, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 

| instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing the 

| name of John M. Jewell on the roil of invalid pensions, on 
account of disability incurred during the late war. 


On motion by Mr. EVERETT, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 


the name of Benjamin Cox, a revolutionary soldier, on the 
pension roll. 


On motion by Mr. HOPKINS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of paying to 
| the heirs of Lieutenant Timothy Feeley, deceased, an offi- 


line, full pay, with interest, for the services of the said 
| Timothy Feeley. 


| On motion by Mr. RENCHER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


cer of the Revolution, attached to the Virginia Continental | 


| Post Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a | 


post route from Mocksville to Huntsville, in North Caro- 
lina. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House, || 


in further execution of the special order of the 


| 26th of January, resolved itself intoa Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


| Hamer in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
| eration of the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service of the Unite 
1836. 

| Bewi, of Tennessee, to strike out the appropria- 
| tion of $67,000 for the improvement ‘a neces- 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, 
|New Hampshire. 


House upon many important measures which had 
passed the Senate. He also entered into a re- 


sion, on the bill for the reorganization of the Post 
Office department, and the developments elicited 
by that investigation. This investigation had 


though gross fraud and abuses were unequivo- 
cally proved, yet the head of the Department, 
(Major Barry,) was retained in office, and the 
clerk, whose misconduct was proved, was permit- 
ted to retire by resignation, instead of being dis- 
missed. With regard to the character of the late 


| to say, that he believed him to be a man ‘* more 
sinned against than sinning;’’ but his official con- 
duct proved him to be totally unqualified for his 
situation. 
the report of the investigating committee, and 
read various extracts therefrom. 

Mr. R. condemned the manner in which the 
public deposits were now distributed among fav- 
orite State banks, by which too close a connec- 
tion was kept up between the political and the 
| moneyed power. He put no confidence in the 





money currency. 


States for the year | 
|| ment. 
The question pending was the motion by Mr. | 


view of the proceedings of both Houses last ses- | 


been forced on the majority against their will, and | 





—— 





a 


act of removing the public deposits, both as an 
assumption of power on the part of the President, 
and as a breach of the section of the bank char- 
ter providing for their being placed in that insti- 
tution. He also maintained that the country was 
in far more danger from the uncontrolled power 
assumed by the Executive over the public money 
than anything the bank could ever do. 

Mr. R. then adverted to the discussion on the 
loss of the fortification bill of last session, of 
which the proof was incontrovertible that that 
loss was caused by the majority of the House, 
and not by the Senate. In proof of this, he re- 
ferred to the votes recorded on the Journal, and 
the declaration at that time by Mr. Camspretene, 
that there was no quorum. This he designated 
as a ** gratuitous assumption’’ on the part of that 
gentleman, and it was the signal under which the 
bill was lost, for there was no quorum found 
afterwards, though there was an evident quorum 
in and about the Hall. The minority did not de- 
sire the loss of that bill, and he was himself anx- 
ious that it should have passed. He referred to 
the fact of the President having privately made 


|| Known his approbation of the three million ap- 


propriation to a few of his friends, without send- 
ing that recommendation to Congress in the usual 
way. ‘This offered another proof of the growing 
Executive influence over members of that House. 
Mr. R. adverted to the dispute with France, and 
congratulated the country at the result; for, from 


| the manner in which the Florida campaign had 


been conducted, he had very lite confidence in 
the military skill of the head of the War Depart- 
Three major generals had been sent there 
against a far less body of Indians than the force 


| they commanded; a large amount of money had 
| been already expended, and no one could see the 
| probable termination of the contest. With refer- 


Postmaster General, he would do him the justice | 


He also dwelt at some length upon | 


|; ence again to the French question, he censured 
Mr. ROBERTSON resumed his remarks, and |} 
commenced by adverting to the non-action of the | 


the course of the President tor recommending re- 
prisals and other measures, the effect of which 
would have been to widen the breach between the 
two countries. The article in the National In- 
telligencer, stating that the people of the United 
States would not sustain the recommendations of 
the President, Mr. R. contended was not likely 
to produce the effeet upon the French Chambers 
or Government that had been ascribed to it. 

Mr. GARLAND briefly explained. The ar- 
ticles in the National Intelligencer persisted in 
the assertion that the message conveyed a menace, 


|| and that the French Government ought so to con- 


sider it; and they also stated that the people of 
the United States would not sustain their own 
Executive in his recommendations. He had aot 


| said a word about the motives of the parties, but 
| had stated the fact as it was. 


Mr. ROBERTSON resumed, and proceeded to 
describe the rapid growth of executive power in 


| this country, both from the acts and professions 


sincerity; and as evidence of this he adduced | 


the fact that no scheme or plan for carrying such 
a measure into effect had, as yet, emanated from 
the Secretary of the Treasury. On the contrary, 
the plain and visible effect of all the measures of 
the Administration had been to cement still closer 
and perpetuate the dangerous union between the 
moneyed and the political power, thereby in- 
creasing and extending the amount of Executive 
patronage. It was not necessary at this time to 
go into the deposit question, though he remarked 
that he never had, nor ever could, believe that 
the President had not, by ordering the removal 
of the deposits, transcended the constitutional 

owers of his office. But the friends of the Pres- 
ident relied upon this very act as a defense of the 
present mode of keeping the money; for since their 
removal, say they, the public money must be 
deposited in the State banks, a concession that 
| begged the question, for the argument would en- 
able the President to place them at the disposal 
of the Albany Regency, or anywhere else. 








Mr. R. dwelt at length upon the illegality of the 





} 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





of the party now in power, and the contrast they 
presented to the cenduct and declarations of the 
Republican party in 1826. A strong proof of 
this was seen in the patronage of party presses 


| throughout the country, and more particularly 


| one at the seat of Government, with an amount 
declarations that had been put forth about a hard- | 


He did not believe in their | 


of patronage, little, if at all, short of an annual 
sum of one hundred thousand doliars. In refer- 
ence to this subject he again read various passages 
from the report of the retrenchment committee. 
That was the doctrine of the Republican party of 


| 1826-27, which had for its object to curtail ex- 


ecutive power; the now dominant party were, on 
the contrary, deing all they could to extend it. 
In connection with this Mr. R. recurred to the 
action of the last session, on a proposition by 
himself, to disconnect the office of public printer 
with that of the editors of papers, and the report 
on the same subject (made by Mr. Hamer) ona 
similar proposition ata former session. He dwelt 
atlength on the dangerous consequences resulting 
and to be apprehended from this union between 
the public patronage and the political press. Mr. 
R. then sent to the Clerk’s table, to be read t the 
House, General Jackson’s letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Gwin; and, after it had been read, he commented 
upon it with great severity, as being an election- 
cering attempt in support of Mr. Van Buren, and 
in opposition to Judge White. He also adverted 
to the Baltimore convention, and other recent pro- 
ceedings of the Administration party, ail of which 
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he commented upon at length. As for the credit 
given to the Administration for the present pros- 
perity of the country, he would as soon ascribe 
to them the shining of the sun. Nor had they 
any more to do with paying off the public debt 
than the cashier of a bank who paid a check across 
the counter. The prosperous condition of the 
country was owing to circumstances over which 
they had no control. He again recurred to the 
increase of executive patronage over the presses 
throughout the country, over forty millions of 
capital, and an army of officers who drew their 







and, after dwelling upon these points for some 
time, concluded at half past three o’clock, and 
Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor. Mr. 
V. said he had but few remarks to make then, and 
should pass lightly over the materials he had pre- 
pared. He remarked upon the extraordinary 
range this debate had taken upon a mere ordinary 
annual appropriation bill. The first debate was | 
a very desultory one, on an amendment of Mr. || 
Beit to strike out half the appropriation of 
$67,000; and, after it was supposed to have been || 
nearly brought to a termination, the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Tompson] opened it || 
again with a most elaborate and learned speech. 
Then followed the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Betz]again, who withdrew his amendment, 
substituted another to strike out the whole item, \| 
and favored the House with a speech of four days 
in length; one day longer in duration than the last | 
French Revolution. Mr. V. proceeded to reply || 
to the remarks of Mr. Bewt seriatim, referring || 
oe to Mr. B.’s silence during the panic | 
session, when the President was daily denounced | 
on that floor as a tyrant and an usurper, and as || 
trampling on the rights of the widow and orphan; 
and also replied to the charges brought by Mr. 
B. against the President and the Administration, 
for tolerating and maintaining abuses of execu- 
tive power and influence. After dwelling upon 
these points for some time, Mr. V. recurred to the 
subject of the surplus revenue, and advocated the 
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Mr. STORER obtained the floor. , 
Mr. WISE rose, and moved that the commit- 


tee rise. 


to-night, or to the question being taken + 
amendment by the committee at once, with the | 


assurance that he should have the opportunity of | 
| addressin 


\w 


| 


Mr. STORER had no objection to ee 


the House to-morrow. 


discussed would ha¥e some other opportunity of 


| doing so. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the question 
would at once be taken on the amendment. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, appealed to Mr. 
3ELL to withdraw his amendment, to afford him 
(Mr. W.) an opportunity of offering the one of 
which he had given notice some weeks since, for 


| an appropriation for the harbor of Pensacola. 


Mr. JENIFER (Mr. Srorer having given 


| way) renewed, the motion that the committee 


rise, 
Mr. BOON moved to amend the motion b 


adding the following words: ‘* and report the bill | siher athens they tak appropriated ae 
a 


|| the gentleman from Florid 


| to the House.’’ 


The motion was lost—ayes 49, noes 77. 

Mr. STORER then proceeded to reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Hawes, of Monday last, on the 
subject of the Kentucky resolutions, and entered 
into an elaborate defense of the military charac- 
ter and conduct of General Harrison. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers being appointed, there appeared—ayes 
26, noes 86. 

No quorum voting, the committee rose and re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

Mr. WISE moved an adjournment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and 





plan recommended by the Seeretary of the Treas- 
ury to extend the public defenses of the country; 
and after proceeding for some time he gave way to 


Mr. HOWARD, who moved that the commit- || 


were— 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bell, Bunch, John Cathoon, William B. Calhoun, Camp- 





tee lay aside this bill for the present, and take up 
the bill respecting discriminating duties upon 
Dutch and Belgian vessels, and their cargoes, &c., 
which he believed would elicit no discussion. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected, and 

Mr. VANDERPOEL proceeded with the sub- 
ject of the surplus revenue, and viewed at length 
the various schemes proposed for its distribu- 
tion. He then replied to the charge made by 
Mr. Tuompson, of South Carolina, of inequality 
of expenditure to the disadvantage of the South, as 
weil in fortifications as in other works, and quoted 
a series of tabular statements which proved the 
converse of that gentleman’s argument. For for- 
tifications finished there had been expended in 
the South $3,275,393, and in the North only 
$797,541; and of thirteen new works now con- 
structing, six were in the North, and seven in 
the South. He denied that the appropriations 
had been partial; and he expressed his regret that 
such an argument, so little in unison with the 
spirit that achieved our independence, and calcu- 
lated only to excite coolness and distrust of the 
Federal Government in the South, should have | 
been brought forward on that floor. Mr. V. 
also entered into various comparative statements 
having reference likewise to expenditures in the 
West, and in proof that there had been no par- 
tiality or inequality. He referred to the expendi- 
tures at Norfolk for the defense of the western 
frontier, the many millions appropriated for the 
removal of the Indians, &c., which on the other 
side might be adduced as having been expended | 
for the exclusive benefit of those sections of the | 
country. It had been urged that those treaties 
had brought a vast accumulation into the Treas- 
ury; but he (Mr. V.) read from a document from 
the Land Office a statement that showed that we 
had already expended on that account, and ex- 
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bell, Carter, Darlington, Denny, Forester, James Garland, 


en on the || on tf 
| session, to occupy more than a few moments of 
| the time of the 
|| occasion to remark, that the amendment submitted 
Mr. BELL suggested, if it were consistent | by him was confermable to the recommendation 
ith the views of the chairman of the Committee || © 

of Ways and Means, to give to-morrow to the | 
: | discussion of this bill. Mr. B. was not disposed 
daily subsistence at the will of the Executive; | to throw any difficulties in the way of its pas- 
_sage, and he did not think there would be any 
| further delay to its progress, as those gentlemen 
| who wished to speak on the topics that had been 


i 


nays on the motion, which were ordered, and | 


Glascock, Granger, Griffin, Harper, Ingersoll, Janes,Jenifer, | 


Lawler, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Manning, Maury, Milligan, 
Peyton, Pinckney, Robertson, Spangler, Standeter, Whittle- 
sey, and Wise—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bean, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, Cleve- 
land, Connor, Cramer, Cushing, Cushman, Doubleday, 
Dromgoole, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Grayson, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Hopkins, 


Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, | 


Richard M. Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jonec, 
Judson, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, Job Mann,William 


Mason, Moses Mason, McLene, Montgomery, Morgan, | 
Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, | 


Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, 


Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Speight, Sutherland, Taylor, John | 
Thomson, Toucey, ‘Turner, ‘Turnll, Vanderpoel, Wardwell, | 


Webster, and Weeks—80. 


No quorum voting, Mr. CAMBRELENG sug- 


gested that a quorum was present, as several 
members had come in during the call for the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers being a 
ascertained to be within the bar, who, constituting 
a quorum, the House again went into committee. 

\tr. STORER resumed his remarks in reply 
to Mr. Hawes, (on another subject,) and in de- 
fense of the military character and services of 
General Harrison. His remarks were altogther 
confined to this subject; and in the course of them 
he referred to, and sent to the Clerk’s table to be 
read, and read himself, a variety of extracts from 
papers and documents published on the military 
carecr of General Harrison. 

Mr. S. concluded his remarks at half past eight 
o’clock, p. m. 

The amendment of Mr. Bext, to strike out 
67,000 for the navy-yard at Portsmouth, New 
Iampshire, was then negatived without a count. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, moved the following 


clusive of the Cherokee treaty, &c., which would '| amendment: 


amount to some five or six millions, oo 
while the sales from the public lands had, as yet, 
produced no more than $57,000,000. 

As soon as Mr. V. had concluded, 


** For wharves and their append 
Pensacola, as recommended by the 
$150,000. 

“ Por powder magazine, $17,000. 

“ For wall or inclosure of brick three yards high, and a 


at the navy-yard at 
retary of the Navy, 


i} 
i 


ointed, 121 members were | 


} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 





| 
| fusion. 


rd pe as recommended by Commodore Dallas, 


Mr. W. said, that he did not propose, after 
the a debate that had already taken place 
is bill, and especially at that late hour of the 


ouse. He would only take 


the Navy Department, contained in a letter 


| from the Secretary of the Navy of the 12th of 
|| February, 1836. 
_ the navy-yard at Pensacola had been established 
| now eleven years, and po it was not in a fit con- 
| dition for the repair o 


e would merely remark, that 


along boat. Such was 
its situation, that the whole western country from 


|| the Alleghanies to the Gulf of Mexico, was in- 
|| terested in it, and it was admitted on all sides to 
| be one of the most important points on the whole 
|| of our coast, 
| Treasury was overflowing with money, justice 
| would be done to their navy-yard. 


He trusted, therefore, that, as the 


Mr. WISE remarked that the Committee on 
Naval Affairs had already amended a bill from 


| the Senate by papeees an additional appropri- 
t 


} 
| 


ation of some 


ing like $200,000, embracing, he 


| believed, the very objects contemplated by the 
| gentleman’s amendment. 


It was true, the sub- 


| es of the brick wallor inclosure had never been 


efore the Committee on Naval Affairs; but for 


imself proposed; and 
if they amended this bill they would create con- 
He suggested to the gentleman, there- 


i fore, that he had better withdraw it. 
| 


Mr. WHITE replied. He remarked that Con- 
| gress had made a provision, in 1827, fora railway 
| for sloops of war; and in 1830 a plan was pre- 
ared; but, from that time to the present, nothing 
| had been done with the money; and the Secretary 

of the Navy had again recommended the same 
| appropriation which was contained in the appro- 
| priation bill of 1833. The bill referred to by the 
| gentleman from Virginia, and reported by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, was for different 
objects than his amendment. It proposed the 
erection of a hydraulic dock to repair sloops of 
war; and he held in his hand a number of com- 
munications from skillful officers, who gave it us 
their opinion that such a work could not be com- 
pleted in less than three years. The commerce 
of the Gulf of Mexico did not fall short of an 
annual amount of $65,000,000; and this navy- 
yard, about which so much had been said, had 
now, for ten years, existed only in name. He 
repeated that the items of his amendment were 
not embraced in the other bill; and he hoped it 
would be adopted by the committee. 

Mr. WISE rose amid loud cries of ** question.’” 
He remarked it was not often that those who 
hallooed ** question ’’ loudest, understood it best; 
and he briefly explained the subject pending. 
The committee, having had the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Navy for anappropriation 
of $64,000 for the improvement and necessary re- 
pairs of the navy-yard at Pensacola, came to the 
| resolution that it was by far too little, and they 
voted $125,000 for the construction of a hydraulic 
dock or inclined plane, and also $75,000 for clear- 
ing out the harbor of Pensacola, making together 

$200,000, in addition to the #000 proposed by 
the Secretary of the Navy. The gentleman from 
Florida asked for a still further appropriation of 
$150,000 besides all these; and the committee 
| thought the $200,000 additional, sufficient, and 





as much as could be conveniently and judiciously 
expended during the present year. It would be 
time enough to vote more money another year, 
and he felt compelled to vote against the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WHITE again advucated his amendment, 
and quoted the report of Commodore Bainbridge. 
He was ecdapelle’ to press it at this time, for he 
was apprehensive that the bill referred to by the 
gentleman from oe would not pass this 
session. He entered into a brief description of 
the bay, and said that the bar was now twenty- 
one feet deep at low water, and twenty-four at 
high water, and that it was the only site for a 
naval station on the whole gulf frontier. 

Mr. JARVIS presumed it was not the gentle- 
man’s intention to misrepresent, but it was never- 








ee ae 


1836. 








theless true that he had done so most egregiously. | 


There had not been a cent struck out of the bill; 
on the contrary, the $64,000 recommended by the 
Secretary of the Navy had been put into it, and 
it was there still. Besides this, there were ex- 
traordinary appropriations recommended by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, which were embraced 
in a different bill. The gentleman had informed 
them that so little had been done at Pensacola, 
that even a long boat could not be repaired there. | 
Now, (said Mr. J.,) there had been already 
expended on that navy-yard no less a sum than 
$550,000; and he might ask whether it was worth 
while to go on making still further appropriations 
without first ascertaining whether it could be 
judiciously expended. If it would take more | 
than $550,000 to construct a place to repair a 
long boat, how much more would it take for one 
for a frigate? The gentleman from Florida had 
done his duty to his constituents, and he hoped 
the House would also do its duty by rejecting | 


Mr. PARKER thought the House competent | 
to make an appropriation, if they thought fit, 
whether it exceeded the estimate of the Navy 
Department or not. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, replied to Mr. Jar- 
vis, by reading an extract from the letter of the 
Secretary of the Navy of the 12th of February, 
(before referred to;) and 

Mr. JARVIS rejoined by reading a continua- 
tion of the extract, in which it was stated that 


had been set down without the necessary esti- 
mates, 


The amendneent was then rejected, tellers being | 
appointed—ayes 58, noes 68. | 


of $67,000 for the navy-yard at Portsmouth, New 


| tor from South Carolina turned his attention more 


Hampshire, to $4,000, remarking that the latter || 


sum would leave a sufficiency for the necessary | 

repairs of that station. 
he amendment was rejected without a count. 

On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- | 


mittee then rose and reported the bill and amend- || 


| 
| 
| 
} 
ments to the House; and, on motion by the same | 
gentleman, | 

The House adjourned at half past nine o’clock, | 
p- m. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, April 7, 1836. 

Mr. KENT presented the memorial of Alex- 
ander Scott; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Claims. | 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the petition of Felice | 
Pulezzi and others; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill to grant certain relinquished and un- 
appropriated lands to the State of Alabama, for 
the purpose of improving the navigation of the | 
‘Tennessee, Coosa, Cahauba, and Black Warrior | 


rivers; which was read, and ordered to a second || 


; | ment engaged in such a system. 
reading. | 6X8 y 


é | the bill made it onl 
this amendment. | 


| to foresee the effects of this measure. 
the sum of $15,000 for wharves and appendages |, 
| ing it at the option of the Postmaster General, and || 
| it was stricken out. The bill did not pledge Con- || 
| gress to a compliance with any contract. 
| terms were to be laid before Congress, at whose 


Mr. EVERETT then moved to reduce the item || option it was to accept or reject them. 
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increase of the patronage of that officer. He had \] Public Lands, reported without amendment the 
noticed beautiful pictures presented in generali- || bill from the House to extend the time limited for 
ties, but when they came down to matters in | the sale of the lands granted to the incorporated 
detail they were changed. Before a large edition || ema Asylum for the education of the deaf 
was ordered, he would prefer a discussion upon | and dumb; and, 7 
the merits of the report. After some remarks from Messrs. KING, of 
Mr. GRUNDY observed, that when the Sena- || Alabama, CRITTENDEN, and CLAY, the bill 
was ordered to a third reading, and then read the 
third time and passed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
which lie on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an yb ateat ey 
to remove obstructions to the navigation of the Mississippt 
river above St. Louis and the Missouri river, to Fort Lea- 
venworth. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making appro- 
priations fur the speedy completion of the road from Chi- 
cago to Green Bay, and of the road from Fort Crawford, via 
Fort Winnebago, to Green Bay. 

BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were also read the third 
time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wainright; 

The bill providing for carrying into effect the 
treaty with the Chickasaw Indians; 

The bill to repeal the duties on certain articles, 
and to reduce those on others therein enumer- 
ated; and 

The bill for the relief of the revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States, and for 
other purposes, 


INCENDIARY PUBLICATIONS. 


The Senate then took up as the special order, 
the bill to prohibit the circulation through the 
They | mails of incendiary publications. 
could, if they thought proper, reject the first con- Mr. DAVIS said it had been very justly as- 
tract offered, if they found the plan was not || serted, that this was a measure of very great im- 


particularly to the subject, he would find that the 
committee had already considered and endeavored 
to obviate the objections he had raised. ‘The pro- 
position originally was, that the Postmaster 
General should first make the contracts, but that 
was amended in the committee, on the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, by providing that 
the Postmaster General should in the first instance 
receive the proposals for the contracts and sub- 
mit them to Congress, who would enter into them, | 
or not, as it thought proper; so that, so far from | 
giving the Postmaster General additional power, | 
his duty to receive the pro- | 
posals and transmit them to Congress. If the || 
Senator from South Carolina would turn his 
attention to the subject, he thought he would 
give it his support. || 

Mr. CALHOUN said, the reasons, so faras they 
went, to appearance, were satisfactory. Some- 
times, however, plans that looked well in theory 
turned out differently in practice. Projects of in- 
tellectual improvement had shown it. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said it was impossible 
He had 
suggested to the committee the difficulty of leav- 


The 


likely to be a good one. He could see no diffi- | vortance. ‘The gentleman from South Carolina 
| culty at present. The advantages had been pre- || |[Mr. Caruoun] had given them so to understand, 


| tion on it from practical men; and by printing an | 
| extra number the report would be more widely 


sented in the report favorably, without any of | and he (Mr. D.) viewed it so when he moved the 
the difficulties, for the committee had really seen || postponement of it yesterday, in order to have 
none. | further time for consideration. The design was 

Mr. GRUNDY remarked, that whatever num- || to prohibit the circulation of those papers denom- 
ber of the document was ordered to be printed || inated as incendiary, by preventing their trans- 
ought to be ordered shortly, on this account: This || mission through the mail, THe read the first see- 
was a business subject, and they wanted informa- || tion of the bill, from which it appeared that the 
design was to prohibit any person from putting 
| into any post office any paper touching the sub- 


| disseminated, and the information wanted would || nm of slavery of the character described in the 
) 


| 
| more probably reach them. 


| after railroad companies about to be formed might 
| apply to Congress to make with them contracts 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the same commit- | 
tee, to which the subject had been referred by a | 


resolution, reported a bill forlaying out the towns 
of Fort Madison and Burlington, in the county of | 
Des Moines, in the State of Illinois, and the towns | 
of Bellevue, Dubuque, and Peru, in the county | 
of Dubuque, Territory of Michigan; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

MAILS ON RAILROADS. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the | 
Post Office and Post Roads, made a report in re- 
lation to contracting for the transportation of 
mails on railroads; which was read. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, observed that the re- 
port was a very ere one, and ought to be 
widely disseminated. He would therefore move 
that an extra number of the report, say five thou- 
sand, be printed, together with the bill reported | 
some days ago on the same subject. | 

Mr. CALHOUN had great doubts whether the | 

tinciples of the report could be carried out. | 
niess the power of the Postmaster General | 





| 
j 
| 


| 


! 


should be most vigilantly guarded, it would be- } 


come enormously increased. When the bill came 


up, he would codperate in guarding against the, Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


|| instant, directing an inquiry into the expediency | 
| of granting lands to the staff of the revolutionary | 
/ army, and to the officers and soldiers who served 

| in the Virginia State line under General George || 


| Lands, reported unfavorably on the bills from the 
| House for the relief of Jonathan Boone, David 
| Browning, and Tobias Drum; and also on the bill 


| morrow ask leave to introduce a bill changing the 
time of the commencement of the contracts for 
carrying the mails. 


actual settlers and in limited quantities. 





For these reasons, ill. He viewed this measure as a fundamental 
he thought that whatever number of the document || change in the policy of this Government. It was 
was to be printed ought to be printed at once. _|| putting the whole power of the Government into 
Mr. KNIGHT had concurred with the report || the hands of the State. 
in committee, reserving to himself the privilege They had a report from a select committee be- 
of voting for the measure or not, when it came | fore them, of which he had expressed his disap- 
before the Senate, according to the future lights | probation, and also of the bill when y was made. 
that might be thrown on it. He was not certain, || While the report went on to show there was no 
however, but that this was the commencement of || power in Congress to exercise the authority in a 
a system of internal improvements, and that here- || di ect form, or to pass any Jaw containing the 
| provisions of this act, yet it assumed the power 
| to carry into effect the laws of the State. 

for carrying the mails, and thus get the Govern- || He objected to this measure on the ground of 
expediency. The design of the Post Office estab- 
Lialemmbet was to facilitate the transmission of in- 
telligenee throughout the country, to encourage 
| intercourse, and foster a community of interest 
| and feeling between the different portions of it. 
These were the reasons that influenced the con- 
vention in granting these powers to establish post 
offices and post routes. Gentlemen in the slave- 
holding portion of the country had met with dif- 
ficulties, and were placed in hazard by the eircu- 
lation of pictorial! representations, and ask the 
Government to suppress it; in doing which they 
ropose to create an inquisitorial power in this 
ranch of the Government. For he held that, if . 

a penalty was annexed, it made it the duty of the 

deputy postmaster to inquire into the character of 

papers put into his office, and also of whatever 

went out of it. He must examine the publica- 
to prohibit the sale of the public lands except to tions under the penalties put into the bill by the 

‘ 


The printing of the extra number was then || 
ordered. 
OTHER REPORTS. 
Mr. EWING, of Ohio, moved that the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the resolution of the 6th || 





} 


| 
| 
Rogers Clark, and that the same be referred to | 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; which 
motion was agreed to. 


Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Public 


gentleman from South Carolina, {[Mr. Catnovn,] 
ranging from one hundred to one thousand dol- 
lars, at the discretion of the court, as a criminal 
offense. It imposed on a set of officers a judicial 
character so odious in its nature, that he appre- 
hended few would be found willing to take the 
responsibility of accepting the office on such terms. 
it reached everything written, printed, or painted 


Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would to- 


LANDS TO THE KENTUCKY INSANE ASYLUM. 
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her shores, It was, therefore, intended to be con- 
fined to the slave-holding States. If there was 
any great existing evil, which called for a rem- 
| edy, the State Legislatures could make it penal 
were prohibited, and ifany were found they would || to circulate these publications; and when that 
be rejected and thrown out of his office. What- || should be found inadequate it would be time 
seas bin imagination connected with it must pass enough to take measures to change the whole : , ‘ 
under the bar of his judgment. Itwould be claim- || policy of the Government. | House to submit the following resolution: 
ing on the part of the Government a monopoly, 


| Mr. CALHOUN said that the Senator from Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
an exclusive right either to send such papers as 


on paper, which touched the subject of slavery. 
Whoever exercised the office of deputy postmas- 
ter, with these penalties hanging over his head, 
would naturally ie vigilant in detecting papers that 


The motion was received, when 

Mr. GARLAND moved to consider it at that 
time, (the rule requiring the motion to lie one 
day;) which was objected to. 


PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. GRENNELL asked the consent of the 






















|] ' . : : : vy. || instructed to report a bill for the distribution, for a limited 

nd | Massachusetts had certainly raised a very im- || time, of the net proceeds of the sales of the public lange 
it pleased, or to deny the privilege of sending 
them through the mail. Once establish the pre- 


cedent, and where would it lead to? The Gov- 
ernment might take it into its head to inhibit the 
transmission of political, religious, or even moral 


or philosophical publication, in which it might | 
fancy there was something offensive, and under | 
this reserved right contended for in this report it | 


would be the duty of the Government to carry it 
into effect. It would be an invasion of the liber- 
ties of the country, of the press, and virtually a 
denial of the rightof trial by jury; for the person 
who deposits a paper in the post office 1s not 
present or inquired of when the aes postmas- 
ter exercise the power over his rights. 

If an essay upon education reached the post 
office, and the postmaster should find out that it 
was not the policy to educate slaves, and that 
there was a law prohibiting it, its transmission 
must be prohibited. If, in a discussion of the 
great principles of civil liberty, slavery might 
happen to be incidentally mentioned or touched, 
its transmission must, therefore, be prohibited, 
In short, there was scarcely any subject that 
could be approached in which it might not, in the 
imagination of postmasters, be construed as re- 


lating to slavery. Whatever might be prohibited | 


by any one State was, under this act, to be en- 
forced, Different States might have different 
enactments; consequently, there would be an en- 
tire want of uniformity in the laws on the sub- 
ject. 

There were other rights and powers to be en- 
joyed, equally important, with which the rights 
here claimed ought not to come inconflict. Mr. 
1), spoke of the great difficulty in determining 
what were, and what were not, incendiary papers, 
and read an allegation, contained in a bill of in- 
dictment found by a grand jury in Alabama, 
against Joseph G. Williams, of New York, in 


September, 1835, for publications in a newspaper, 


and who was demanded from the Executive of 
New York for trial under tt. The charge was, 
that he feloniously, wickedly, and seditiously 


caused to be published that **God commanded, | 
all nature cried out, that human beings should not | 


be held in bondage.”? Mr. D. introduced this to 


show how far the doctrine went, which was very | 
What had been alleged in | 
been thought | 
of by any gentleman, not a resident of a slave- | 
Then where were the | 
boundaries to show what was to be included, and | 


To | 


important Panne 
that indictmént would never have 


holding State, as criminal. 
what excluded, from transmission by mail ? 


admit the right to suppress carried with it the 
right to cireulate or not at pleasure. Instead of 


doing it through its own power, the General Gov- |! 


’ ' 
Lhe | 


ernment was to use the power of the State. 
report said the power did not belong to the Gene- 


ral Government to determine what was seandal- | 


ous or libelous, or what was not, but that right 
belonged to the States. 

Mr. D. said, wherever there were powers re- 
yosed in the Government there were correspond- 
ing duties, and spoke of the powers and duties 


portant point; and he could not do justice to his 


argument and to himself without previously ar- 
ranging the various points of it. The Senator, 


_ however, was mistaken in his view of the sub- | 


ject. It was because the subject particularly be- 
longed to the States, and it was the duty of the 
General Government to aid and coéperate with 
them in carrying their laws into effect, that the 
bill was framed. He ventured to assert that, not 
only did this duty result from the relations be- 
tween the States and the Federal Government, 
but that it was an indispensable duty. The prin- 
ciple was not a new one; it had ht applied 
more than once; but it was an old principle ap- 
plied to a new case. He threw out these hints 


to prevent any erroneous Impressions resulting | 


from the remarks of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, the Senate 
then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 7, 1836. 
Mr. WARDWELL, from the Committee on 
tevolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 


relief of Robert Smith; which was read twice and 
committed. 


Mr. McKEON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the erection of a public 


‘store at the quarantine ground, Staten Island; 


which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. P. C. FULLER, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
MeMahon; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Jennet and others; which was read twice, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands, reported the following 
joint resolution: 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Seeretary of War be, and he is hereby, directed to be 
caused to be surveyed, by a sufficient number of competent 
eugineers, the inundated lands on the Mississippi river. the 
Missouri, the St. Francis, the Arkansas, and Red river, and 
that he report to Congress, as soon as the same is done, the 
practicability of reclaiming the same, and of removing the 
obstructions from said rivers; the best mode of doing the 
same ; the amountof money which it will cost to accomplish 
it; the quantity, quality, and estimated value, of the lands 


| that may be so reclaimed ; and the effects which such works 


may have upon the health and prosperity of the country. 

The resolution was read twice. 

Mr. WISE inquired of the gentleman from 
Missouri, whether the resolution proposed to 
survey all the inundated lands on the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries ? 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, remarked that 


this subject had been before Congress for several 
years; and the Committee on Public Lands had 
carefully examined the subject and had submitted 
a long report in relauon to the same, which he 
should move to have printed. The information 
in possession of the committee was imperfect; but 
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among the several States of the Union according to their 
respective Federal population, as ascertained by the last 


| census of the United States, with such reservations of land 


or money in favor of the’ States of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, 


| Missouri, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, as may be 
| just, equitable, and expedient. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, suggested that 


the subject embraced in the resolution was alread 


| before the House in a resolution submitted by 
| himself. 


The CHAIR remarked, that the propositions 


| were not identical in every particular. 


Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution, 

Mr. GRENNELL moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to offer it, and asked for the yeas 


| and nays on the motion; which were ordered, and 
| were—yeas 63, nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Bailey, Bell, Bond, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, 
John Chambers, Clark, Crane, Cushing, Deberry, Denny, 
Evans, Everett, French, Philo C. Fuller, Granger, Graves, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hardin, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, Hen- 
derson, Hoar, Howell, Ingersoll, Janes, Henry Johnson, 
Kinnard, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Job Mann, Mc- 
Comas, McKennan, Mercer, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. 
Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Reed, Rencher, Rip- 
iey, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sp@gler, Standefer, 
‘Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Turner, ,Underwood, Vin- 
ton, Washington, Webster, White, Whittlesey, and Wise— 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, Chapin, Na- 
thaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Coffee, Conner, 
Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, Fry, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, 
Gillet, Glasscock, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harri- 
son, Hawes, Haynes, Hopkins, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
nan, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Lane, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lewis, 
Logan, Lyon, Manning, Martin, Moses Mason, William 
Mason, Maury, May, McKeon, McKim, McLene, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, 
Franklin Pierce, Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, 
Roane, Robertson, Schenck, Seymour, Shields, Sickles, 
Smith, Speight, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey 
Turrill, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Weeks, and Sherrod 
Williams—108. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
On motion by Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That three thousand additional copies of the 


| bill reported by the Committee on the Militia, entitled “A 


bill to provide more effectually for the national defense, 
by organizing, arming, and establishing a uniform militia 
throughout the United States, and to provide for the dis- 
cipline thereof,”’ be printed for the use of the House. 


NEW PCST ROUTES. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, of New York, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from [thica, in Tompkins county 
and State of New York, through the towns of Green, Ox- 
ford, Mount Upton, in Chenango county ; Otsdewa, Gil- 
bertsville and Oneonta, in the county of Otsego; West 
Harpersfield, Stamford, Davenport, Center, and Davenport, 
in the county of Delaware, to Catskill, in the county ot 
Greene ; and that the committee further inquire into the 














it was believed that twenty millions of acres of 
land of the best quality, on the Mississippi river 
and its tributaries, which were now either inun- 






propriety of discontinuing the mail route from Oxford to 
Cooperstown so far as Gilbertsville, twenty miles ; and from 
Oneenta to Gilbertsville, sixteen miles; and from West 


of the post office establishment. He denied the 
right of the Government to exercise a power in- 








directly which it could not exercise directly; and, | 


if there was no direct power in the Constitution, 
he would like to know how they would get the 
power of the States, which wasa legislative power 
at most. He asked if the State of South Caro- 
lina could give a power to the General Govern- 
ment not contained in the Constitution of the 
United States? The act of 1803 had been quoted, 
by which this Government prohibited the im- 
portation of slaves from abroad. That act was 
meant to inhibit slavery, and was not applicable 
to the non-slaveholding States. In Massachu- 
setts there was no occasion for the assistance of 
this Government. Slaves could, by her laws, be 
their feet on 


made free the moment they pla 


dated or covered with swamps, might be reclaimed. 
The committee had, however, assumed that there 
were certainly ten millions of acres, thus situated 
which would, if reclaimed, sell for five dollars per 
acre, and yield $50,000,000. The entire cost of 
reclaiming and surveying these lands would be 
from two to three millions of dollars. The sub- 
ject was one of much importance, and he would 
move to commit the resolution, and report to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that the same be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
_ Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, adverted to the 
importance of the subject, and moved to print five 


‘ thousand extra copies of the report. 





Seen 


Harpersfield, to Oneonta, twenty miles. 


On motion by Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Taneyville, by Hiddleson’s, 
in Davidson township, Lycoming county, to Columbus, Lu- 
zerne county, Pennsylvania. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials ware seoeeniens 24 
leave, by Messrs. TOUCEY and RCER, and 
appropriately referred. : 

r. McKIM presented certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Maryland; 
which were referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


eee 
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TERRITORY OF WISCONSIN. 


On motion by Mr. PATTON, and by unani- 
mous consent, the House went into Committee 
(Mr. Spreicut in the chair) on the bill from the 
Senate to establish the territorial government of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. MAY modified his former amendments, 
so as to make the southern boundary of Wiscon- 
sin conform to the boundary heretofore estab- 
lished by Congress between Michigan and Illi- 
nois; Which was agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER moved to strike out that part 
of the bill which granted to the Governor and 
Legislature of the Territory of Wisconsin ten 
thousand acres of land, for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expense of erecting public buildings, with 
a view to appropriating, in licu thereof, a sum of 
money for the purpose stated. 

After ineffectual attempts to amend the section 
proposed to be stricken out, and a few remarks 
and suggestions by Messrs. PARKER, HUNTS- 
MAN, P. C. FULLER, SEVIER, VINTON, 
PATTON, BOND, JONES of Michigan, HAR- 
DIN, TURRILL, HAMER, and REED, the 
motion of Mr. Parker to strike out was agreed 
to, without a count. 

Mr. HAMER moved to fill the blank thus 
created with $30,000 for the purpose of erecting 

ublic buildings; which was negatived. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to fill 
the blank with $25,000; negatived. 

Mr. BROWN named $20,000, and Mr. GREN- 
NELL $15,000. The former sum was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
to the House as amended. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Michigan, the 
bill was made the special order of the day from | 
11] until 1 o’clock to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the orders of | 
the day. 





NAVAL SERVICE BILL. 


The House then took up the bill making appro- 
priations for the naval service of the United States 
for the year 1836, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole with sundry amendments; which 
were severally concurred in. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, renewed the amend- | 
ment offered by him in the Committee of the 
Whole, on the subject of the navy-yard at Pen- 
sacola; and, after a few words in its support, he 
asked for the yeas and nays thereon, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG ares it on the ground | 


that it had not been referred to the regular stand- | 
| 





ing committee, the Committee of Ways and 
Means, which was the ordinary course. 

Mr. SPEIGHT understood the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Wise] to state last night that the 
substance of this amendment was reported in 
another bill now before the Committee of the | 
Whole. 

Mr. WISE repeated, in substance, his expla- 


| 
nation of last evening, that there was a bill em- | 


bracing the same objects; not in the same words, 
**for building a wall,’’ but for constructing a 
hydraulic dock, which, of course, included a 
wall. They were not separate objects, but be- 
longed to each other. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped, then, the gentleman 
from Florida would withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. JARVIS again explained that the items in 
the amendment had not been made up from act- | 
ual surveys or statements, except one which | 
came from a captain in the Navy. The necessary | 
estimates had not been furnished to the Depart- | 
ment, nor was there a recommendation for them | 
from the Secretary of the Navy. The additional 





bill embraced all that was necessary for the pres- 
ent year. 

r. PARKER recited the provisions of the 
supplemental bill reported by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs for removing the bar at Pensacola, 
$75,000, and for constructing a hydraulic dock, 
or inclined plane, $125,000, objects entirely dif- 
ferent from those contemplated by the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from Florida. He also 


' quoted the letter of the Secretary of the Navy of 
12th February last, and briefly supported the | 


amendment on the ground that the works con- 
templated by it were as indispensable as those 
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| 


| 
| 
| 


| bill, which might not be taken up. 


approved of. He thought, also, that the House 
might act on the subject without waiting for the | 
recommendations of the Department. | 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, supported the | 
amendment. He remarked upon the extraordi- | 
nary circumstance that, though the Navy com- | 
missioners, some ten or twelve years ago, had 
recommended this station, and that recommend- | 
ation was backed by the Secretary of the Navy, | 
yet the time had not yet arrived when gentlemen | 
would vote for appropriations to put it in a fit | 
condition. There were not less than ten or eleven | 
States interested in it; and it was the only site on | 
the whole Gulf frontier, the most dangerous of all | 
our sea-board, where a naval station could be con- 
structed. It was also very remarkable that it was | 
never introduced into the regular appropriation 
bills, but could only be reached in some supple- 
mental bill, which might be lost, or in a Senate 


Mr. RIPLEY also supported the amendment, 
and gave a statement of the amount of commerce | 
on the Gulf of Mexico, both domestic and for- | 
eign, to show the importance of a naval station of 





Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, sent the fol- 
lowing letter from Commodore Dallas, to be read 
from the Clerk’s table: 


Unirep SraTes FRIGATE CONSTELLATION, 
Pensacota Bay, 16th February, 1836. 
Pear Sir: You ask my views as to the necessity of a dry- | 
dock at Pensacola, and flatter me by supposing that an 
opinion, expressed by me, would have weight in obtaining | 
an appropriation for that obj@et. You are well aware of the 


views [ entertain in relation to this position as a naval || 


depot on the most extensive scale, Pensacolais, in my opin- | 
ion, the only point south of the capes of Virginia at which | 
any attempts should be made to that end. Other points 
there certainly are, where our commerce and the Navy 
might find temporary relicf from the stress of weather, or 
from an enemy. Such positions no doubt could be found; | 
indeed are already known, viz: the Tortugas, for vessels 
of all classes, and Charleston, South Carolina, for sloops 
of war. 

That adry-dock ought to be constructed at this point is, 
and has been my opinion, ever since [ first became ac- 
quainted with the harbor of Pensacola; but in connection | 
With this necessary work to the refitment of vessels, the 
barat the entrance must not be neglected. A very trifling 
expenditure of money, in comparison with the object to be 
obtained, would, in my opinion, so enlarge and deepen it, | 
that vessels having the greatest draught of water could pass 
at alltimes. I would also suggest that a hydraulic dock 
be constructed at once, for the repairs of frigates and sloops 
of war. This can be done and finished while the other 
work is progressing. The materials for repairs are all at. 
hand, and of the best kind; and when workmen shall be 
required, they will be found without diificulty, provided 
they be assured of constant employment. 

Yours, very sincerely, A. J. DALLAS. 


| 








“utterly useless after the first 
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by men of the highestexperience. He repudiated 





| the idea that the amendment should be rejected 
| on the ground of there being another bill before 
| the House for the construction of an hydraulic 


dock, when that dock, if constructed, would be 
ear or two. He 
appealed to the good sense and justice of gentle- 
men representing States where similar works had 
been already constructed, to vote for the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. REED considered a hydraulic dock worth 
more than ten wharves; and one of the au- 
thorities referred to by the gentleman himself, 
(Commodore Dallas, recommended its immediate 
construction. He could not assent to, nor be in- 
duced to act upon, the gentleman’s argument of 
reciprocity. He was governed only by consider- 
ations of propriety whether the proposed works 
were expedient, and then, if the amount of money 
proposed to be appropriated could be judiciously 


| expended. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the House would 


at once come to adecision upon the question, and 


y | that the amendment would not be prejudiced by 
| the first grade being constructed and kept up || 
| there. 


the fact of its non-examination by the Committee 


|| of Ways and Means. 


Mr. HARPER was willing to give a liberal 


| vote, but they were, he thought, to a certain ex- 


tent, groping in the dark, for there was still a 
| difference of opinion existing as to whether the 
| amendment was embraced in a separate bill or 
| not. Moreover, nothing had been furnished the 
| House to show the necessity of the proposed 
works, or whether the large sum of $150,000 
could be well laid out or not. He should oppose 
| the amendment now, whatever he might be dis- 
| posed to do when the subject again came up, prior 


\| to which, he trusted some more information would 


| be furnished, 

| Mr. CUSHING advocated a liberal provision 
| for Pensacola, and was in favor of the amend- 
| ment. Whether the money could be expended 
| or not, he was willing that it should be appro- 
priated. When the’ bill from the Senate came 
up, it would be time enough to enter upon this 
| subject of the expediency of constructing a hy- 
; draulic dock. 

| Mr. HARPER said, he found he had fallen 
| into an error, and that the other bill referred to 
| did not embrace the objects of the amendment. 
Believing, then, that this money could be advan- 





| tageously expended, he should vote for the appro- 


priation at the present time. 
Mr. HOWELL expressed his intention of 
voting against the amendment more with refer- 


Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, remarked, || ence to the time, than from any other objection 


that the question was whether what was asked || to its expediency. 
for was proper? The only valid objection that | 


had been urged last night was, that no more money | 
than was already appropriated could be expended | 
at Pensacola; but if it could not be expended this 
year, it could the next. 
whether the proposed works were required ; and |} 
not only had no one urged an objection on that 
score, but the best practical evidence had been | 
offered in their favor, by Commodore Dallas, by | 
the board of naval commissioners, by a former | 
Secretary of the Navy, and by the present. He 
was in favor of the amendment, and if the amount 
appropriated should not be expended in one year, 
it could in two. 

Mr. REED was disposed, as was the commit- 
tee of which he was a member, to give as much 
as was necessary to Pensacola; he, himself, even 
to the amount of half a million; but he was 
opposed to appropriating more than could be ex- 


They should inquire || 


He thought they had better 
defer it. 

Mr. JARVIS again made an explanation, The 
Secretary of the Navy had recommended 464,000; 
the committee inserted an additional $200,000; 
and if the amendment now preposed should be 
| agreed to, they would appropriate to this one 
| navy-yard just one half the amount appropriated 
| for all the other navy-yards in the United States 
| put together. He was willing to be as liberal as 
| any one towards Pensacola, even to the amount 
| of millions, if necessary, so that the money was 
| judiciously expended; but he was confident the 
| committee had done all that ought to be done. 
| He was also opposed to that loose mode of legis- 








|| lation of putting riders upon bills, or inserting 


| new laws in appropriation bills, and he still 
| trusted the amendment would be rejected. He 
| was confident that no more money than what had 
been proposed by the committee could be ex- 


pended. Another objection was in the vagueness |} pended at Pensacola during the current year, 
of the amendment for *‘ wharves and appendages;’’ || unless it was lavishly thrown awa 


nor could he see how $150,000 was to be laid out 
for wharves in one year. There was no necessity 
for acting upon it at this time, especially as the 
Senate bill would come under consideration during 
the present session. 

r. JUDSON was opposed to the construction 
of a hydraulic dock, for, - the operation of salt 
water upon timber in the South, it would be de- 
stroyed in two, or at most, in three years. This 
was a fact known to every merchant, and it would 
therefore be utterly useless. He preferred the 
propositions of the gentleman from Florida, and 
should vote for them, because he believed them 
reasonable, and because they were recommended 


Mr. THOMPSON, of South Sienalien. remarked 
that the saprepennens would be just as necessary 
whether the experiment of deepening the bar 
succeeded or not, for our ships were not all sev- 
enty-fours. He would mention one fact, however, 
that was, perhaps, litt, if at all known there, 
| and it was this, that the bar at Pensacola was 

within one foot as deep as the bar at New York. 
| He would go further, and state, on the very 

highest authority of our Navy, that the Brandy- 
wine goes in and out of the bar without striking, 
and that it was an extremely rare occurrence for 

a vessel of a similar size to pass over the bar at 

New York without doing so. He maintained 
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that the money proposed to be ap ropriated, a 
little over two hundred thousand dollars, could 
be well expended at Pensacola; and he repeated 
his former assertion, that the average price of 
labor was one third less in the South than in the 
North. Labor could be procured on the — to 
any amount, and half a million could well be ex- 
pended during the current year. He again re- 
curred to his former charge of inequality of ex- 
wenditure, and said he was prepared to prove all 
he had urged on that subject against all the spe- 
cious and voluble arguments that had been ad- 
vanced to the contrary. 
Mr. PEYTON called the attention of the 
House to the report of Captain Chace of the 
United States engineer corps, which stated the 


depth of water on the bar at Pensacola to be from | 
twenty-three and a half to twenty-four feet, and || 


consequently that all ships of war, less than first 
rates, could sail in and out. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to—yeas 15], nays 26. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 
Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Beale, Bell, Bond, Boon, 
Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, Jolin Cal- 
hoon, William B. Calhoun, Campbell, Carter, Casey, George 
Chambers, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Hotfee, Connor, Corwin, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Denny, Doubleday, Dunlap, Evans, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Forester, French, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gal- 
braith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Granger, 
Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 
Hlannegan,Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, 
Hiawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hoar, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ing- 
ham, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jeniter, 
Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Henry Jobnson, 
John W. Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klin- 
gensinith 

‘homas Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, 
Lucas, Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Maury, May, MeCarty, McComas, MceKennan, 
McKim, Mercer, Milligan, Monigomery, Morgan, Morris, 
Page, Parker, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 
Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pinckpey, Rencher, Jolin Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Robert- 
sor, Augustine Hl. Shepperd, Shields, Sickles, Sloane, 
Smith, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, Storer,Taliaterro,Tay- 
lor, Thomas, Join Thomson, Waddy ‘Thompson, Toucey, 
Towns, Underwood, Vanderpocl, Ward, Washington, 
Weeks, White, Whittlesey, and Sherrod Williams—151. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Bean, Dromgoole, Effner, Fry, 
Glascock, Grantiand, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Hawes, Howell, 
Hubley, Jarvis, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Logan, 
Loyall, Manning, John Y. Mason, McLene, Owens, Parks, 
Rogers, Seymour, ‘Turner, and Wise—26. 


Mr. PINCKNEY inquired if it would be in 


| 


. j 
order at that time to move, as an amendment to | 


this bill, the bill now before the House for the 
establishment ofa navy-yard at Charleston, South 
Carolina ? 


The CHAIR replied that it would not. 


Mr. LANE rose, and remarked that, inasmuch | 


as five or six weeks had been spent in Committee 
of the Whole on the motion of the 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Bet,]} to amend this bill, | 
and as he had been waiting to hear the gentle- | 
man’s amendment renewed in the House, he 


would himself renew it, in order to test the sense 
of the House: He therefore moved to strike out 
the appropriation, ‘‘ for improvement and neces- 
sary repairs of the navy-yard at Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, $67,000,’’ and asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. EVERETT was opposed to striking out 
the whole appropriation, though he was in favor 
of its being amended in the way he had proposed 
last night. 

Mr. BELL said, if he had had the estimates 
before him when he first made his motion, he 
should have confined his amendment to all but 
what was appropriated for the repair of works 
already erected. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was rejected—yeas 6, nays 160; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Chilton Allan, Graves, Hardin, Luke 
Lea, James A. Pearce, and Wise—6. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, Ash, 
Ashley, Bailey 
Bovee, Boyd, Buchanan, Bugis, John Cathoon, Willian 
B. Calhoun, Cambreicng, C 


Cushman, Darlington, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, French, 
Fry, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grant- 
land, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Harper, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine,Henderson, 
Hoar, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, owell, Hubley, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, William Jackson, 





| 





Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Joshua Lee, | 


entleman | 
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Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Ben- 
jamin Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingen 
smith, Lane, Lawler, Lawrence, tr 


Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Love, Loyall, Lyon, Job Mann, | 


Manning, Martin, John Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McComas, McKennan, 
McKim, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, 
Patton, Dutee J. Pearee, Franklin Pierce, Pettigrew, Pey- 
ton, Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph 
Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Russell, Seymour, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Sickles, Sloane, Smith, 
Spangler, Speight, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, Taliaferro, 


1] Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turner, 


‘Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wash- 
ington, Weeks, White, Whittlesey, and Shcrrod Williams 


Mr. EVERETT then renewed the amendment 
made by him in Committee of the Whole, to 
reduce the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, from $67,000 to 
$4,000. Mr. E. said it was evident that this item 
was an administration measure; and, in proof of 
this, he referred to an article which appeared 
| some time ago in the Globe, on the Democracy 
of New Hampshire, and setting forth that the 
| Opposition to this appropriation was a conse- 
quence growing out of the opposition of the citi- 
zens of Portsmouth to the Bank of the United 
States, &c. 

Mr. BOON wished to know whether the mem- 
| ber from Vermont meant to say that he (Mr. B.) 
was at all influenced in his vote by that publica- 
tion? 

Mr. EVERETT replied, certainly not; he had 
spoken only of the intension of the publication. 

Mr. BELL then entered into an explanation of 





motion; and stated that it was his intention, both 
| originally and now, to have made the very mo- 
| tion just made by the gentleman from Vermont. 


| estimates. After some few further remarks, Mr. 

| 

| ment; which were ordered. 

| Mr. CUSHMAN entered into a brief review of 

| the advantages of the naval station at Portsmouth, 
both for its natifral advantages as a harbor—being 

| open atall seasons of the year—and for the cheap- 

| ness with which ships could be built there, being, 

| on an average, twenty per cent. less than at 

Boston. 

Mr. LANE made a few remarks in reference to 
the course of the gentleman from Tennessee in 
making a motion that had occupied the attention 
| of the House for several weeks, and addressing 
the House upon it himself for four days in suc- 
cession, and then retaining his seat when the vote 
was taken, and refusing to answer to his name. 

Mr. BELL said a few words in reply. 


would be in order then to answer the arguments 
of gentlemen made in Committee of the Whole? 
‘he CHAIR said it would not. 

Mr. BOON said, if it had, he wanted to make 
something of a party speech himself. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was rejected—yeas 45, nays 130; as 
| follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bell, Bond, Boon, Boyd, Bunch, Jobn Calhoon, Campbell, 
Carter, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Deberry, 
Everett, Forester, P. C. Fuller, Granger, Graves, Grayson, 
Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Hawes, Howell, Lawler, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Love, Maury, McCarty, McKennan, 
Mercer, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Sloane, Standefer, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, 
and Wise—-44. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Bailey, Barton, 
Beale, Bean, Bouldin, Bovee, Buchanan, Burns, William 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapin, John F. H. Clai- 





|| borne, Cleveland, Coffee, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushing, 


Cushman, Darlington, Denny, Doubieday, Dromgoole, 
Evans, Fairfield, Farlin, French, Fry, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, 
Grantiand, Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hanne- 


Barton, Bean, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, || gan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hazel- 
’ nm || tine, Hoar, 

y, Chapin, John F. H. Clai- 

borne, Cleveland, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, || Janes, Jarvis, Jeni 


Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll, “map, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 

er, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lawrence, 
Thomas Lee, Leonard, Lincoin, L , Loyall, Lyon, 
Job Mann, Manning, Martin, John Y. Mason, William 
Mason, Moses Mason, May, McComas, McKim, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Page, Parker, Parks, 
Patterson, Patton, ‘Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, 
Phelps, Pinckney, Reed, John Re , Joseph Reynolds, 
Roane, Seymour, Sickles, Smith, Doangite, Speight, Storer, 


the reasons that had induced him to make the | 


first, but he was not then in possession of the 


B. asked for the yeas and nays on the amend- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BOON inquired of the Chair whether it | 





| 


| 


| lt was truly the motion he desired to make at | 


| 


| 
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| ington, Webster, Weeks, White, Whittlesey, and Sherrod 
homas Lee, Leonard, | 





| 
| 


| 
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Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey 
Towns, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpocl, Wagener, Wash’ 


Williams—129. 

Mr. WISE said, he rose to do what was per- 
haps very unnecessary to do, after the vote of the 
House upon the amendment of the gentleman 
from Florida, but he felt compelled by a sense of 
duty to offer another amendment. In the thirty- 
fourth line of the bill there was an appropriation 
of $64,000 for improvement and necessary repairs 
for the navy-yard at Pensacola. Of that $64,000, 
as he informed the House both last night and 
to-day, there was included $15,000 for wharves; 
but the House had, very much to his wonder 
and amazement, now appropriated $150,000 for 
wharves, besides that sum of $15,000, making in 
the whole $165,000 for this one object, without any 
appropriation at all for docks, a sum that never 
could be judiciously expended in the construction 
of wharves. He therefore moved to reduce the 


| item of $64,000 to $49,000, thereby striking 


out the $15,000. He trusted, at least, that this 
amendment would be agreed to, and he hoped 
also that some gentleman would move a recon- 
sideration of the former vote. Mr. W. was as 
warm a friend as Pensacola had, and would go 
almost any lengths for it, but he was convinced 
that $165,000 for wharves would be a most in- 
judicious expenditure. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, hoped no mo- 
tion would be made to reconsider. 

Mr. RIPLEY said a few words in support of 
the original clause. 

The amendment was then agreed to—ayes 90, 
noes not counted. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time this day. 

Mr. CARTER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on the amendment respecting the navy-yard 
at Pensacola. He referred to the extraordinary 
haste manifested to hurry through this bill. 

The CHAIR said the motion directly was not 
in order; but the gentleman from Tennessee could 
attain his object by first moving to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time this day. 

Mr. CARTER then made that motion. | 

Mr. BOON said a few words against the mo- 
tion, and he was at a loss to see the justice of the 
remark about hasty legislation on a bill which 
had been some six weeks under discussion. He 
did hope that no further difficulties would be 
thrown in the way of this bill. 

Mr. CARTER had no intention of throwing 
any difficulties in the way; and he had come to 
the conclusion to withdraw the motion, before 
the gentleman from Indiana rose. 

The bill was then read the third time and 
passed; and the House adjourned at six o’clock, 
p- m. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, “pril 8, 1836. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting reports from the 
Secretaries of the Navy and War, in answer to 
the resolution of the Senate of the 18th February 
last, oe what would be the probable ex- 
pense of putting the defenses of the country ona 

ermanent footing of strength and respectability. 

he reports and accompanying estimates were, 
on motion by Mr. Benton, referred partly to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and partly to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Messrs. EWING, of Ohio, and MORRIS, 
severally presented petitions on the subject of 
the location of the Cumberland road; which were 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Illinois, instructing their Senators 
to vote for expunging from the Journal of the 
Senate the resolution of March, 1834, censuring 
the President for the removal of the public de- 
posits from the United States Bank; and, on mo- 
tion by Mr. R., the resolutions were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. ; 

On motion by Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of sundry 
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citizens of Indiana, pray 
lands may be exposed to 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill || 
from the House to authorize the President of the 
United States to cause to be issued to Albert G. 
Smith, and others, patents for certain reserva- | 
tions in the Michigan Territory. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committve on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to extend the naval pen- 
sions to widows and orphans of deceased officers 
and seamen in certain cases; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported, without amendment, the bills 
from the House for the relief of Benjamin F. 
Stone and Francis K. Dearborn; and also reported 
unfavorably on the bill for the relief of Robert 
Dickey, of New York. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. GRUNDY, in pursuance of notice given, | 

asked arid obtained leave, and introduced a joint 

resolution to change the time of the commence- 

ment of the contracts of the Post Office Depart- 
ment; which was read twice and referred. 


EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 





ing that certain public 
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| 
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Mr. HUBBARD stated that the Legislature of || 


| Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] 


New Hampshire, on the 25th of June, 1835, 
passed a resolution instructing their Senators in 
the United States Senate to vote for expunging 
from the Journals of that Senate a certain resolu- 
tion which was adopted on the 28th of March, 
1834; and that the Legislature also passed, at the 
same time, a resolution instructing their Senators 
to present their resolutions to the Senate. In | 
obedience, therefore, to the instructions of the 
Legislature, and in accordance with his own feel- 
ings, he would now ask leave to present the res- 
olutions, and would move they be laid upon the | 
table and be printed. 

The following are the resolutions referred to 
by Mr. Hupsarp: 


** State or New HampsuiRe: 

‘ Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives in General Court convened, That our Senators in Con- 
gress be, and they are hereby, authorized to vote that the 
resolution passed by the Senate of the United States on the 
28th day of March, 1834, in the words following, viz: ‘ That | 
‘the President, in the late executive proceedings in relation 
‘ lo the public revenue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
* power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, but in dero- 
* gation of both’—be expunged from the Journals of that 
body ; and that they be further instructed to lay this reso- 
lution before the Senate of the United States.”’ 

Mr. RUGGLES said, that he held in his hand 
acopy of resolutions passed by the Legislature 
of Maine, relating to the subject of abolition pro- 
ceedings in the non-slaveholding States. They 
are responsive to resolutions transmitted to the 
Executive of Maine from the States of North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama, calling 
upon the non-slaveholding States to suppress by | 
law abolition publications. These resolutionsof 
the Legislature of Maine assert, as the sense of 
the two Houses, that the Government of the 
United States is one of enumerated, limited, and 
defined powers; that the power of regulating 
slavery within the States does not belong to Con- 
gress, not being one of the enumerated powers; 
that the States, with certain defined exceptions, 
are, with respect to each other, distinct and sov- 
ereign States, each having an independent gov- 
ernment, whose action is not to be questione by 
any Power whatever, but by the people of such 

interference by a State, or 





States; and that an 
by the citizens of a State, with the domestic con- 
cerns of, another State, tends to break up the 
compromises of, and to disturb the Union. The 
resolutions further declare it to be inexpedient to 
legislate on the subject of abolition publications, 
because there is no abolition paper printed within 
the State, and because all discussion on the sub- 
ject has been arrested by the decided expression 
of public disapprobation. 

hese resolutions (said Mr. R.) were reported 
from a large and respectable committee of both 
Houses, and received the unanimous assent of 
thatcommittee. In the Senate they passed unan- 
imously, and nearly so in the House of Represent- 
atives, a body composed of upwards of one hun- 
dred and eighty members. 


THE 





which he considered deserving of the particular | 


| give correct information to the South on the sub- 


CON 








There was one circumstance (said Mr. R.) | 


attention of certain honorable Senators. He could 
not refrain from recommending it, with due defer- 
ence to their serious consideration, as furnishing 
an example worthy of imitation in this body in its 
action upon the abolition memorials which had 
heen, or should hereafter be, presented here. The 
circumstance to*which he alluded (he said) was 
this: the resolutions were permitted to pass through 
both Houses of the Legislature of Maine without 
one word of agitating and exciting debate. 
He then moved that the resolutions be read. 
Mr. CALHOUN expressed his gratification at 
the tenor of the resolutions, which (he said) gave 
the correct view of the subject in discussion, going 
back to the good old republican principles. He 
was also gratified to understand from her Senator, 
that the reasons which induced Maine not to legis- 
late on the subject were, that no abolition papers 
were printed in that State, and no discussion of | 
the kind was carried on there. He would now ask 
the Senator whether there was not an abolition | 
society in Maine, and whether it did not issue 
addresses that were extensively circulated? He 
put these questions because he was anxious to | 


ject. 


Mr. RUGGLES replied to the inquiry of the 


that there had been in times past, as he had been 
informed, a society in Maine, friendly to the abo- 
lition of slavery; but whether that Society is in 
existence now he was notable to say. He re- | 
garded the resolution just read to the Senate, as- 


| serting that public discussions of the subject had 


| lowed by certain Senators on that floor, meaning, | 

he supposed, himself for one. 
| Senator for hisadvice, and was, perhaps, so weak- || 
| minded as to require it; but he who offered this || 
| advice ought to have himself followed the exam- 





been arrested, as justifying the belief that there | 
were now no proceedings relating to abolition in 
that State which it was necessary to suppress by || 
law. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed, he had put the ques- 
tion because, shortly after his arrival here, he 
saw a publication, drawn up with great ability, 
said to be issued by a society calling itself the 
Maine Abolition Society, having numerous sig- 
natures appended to it. Now, he held the exist- 
ence of such a society to be as dangerous to 
the South as an abolition newspaper; and he 
thought, if the State could suppress the one, it 
could suppress the other He hoped that, in time, | 
public sentiment would be such at the North as 
to put down all such societies; but he confessed || 
he was incredulous as to the result. The Senator 
from Maine went so far as to cite the example of 
the Legislature of Maine as worthy to be fol- 





He thanked the || 


ple recommended by him to others. He would 
| tell the Senator, that so long as his constituents | 
sent here denunciations against the people he re- 
presented, terming them pirates, murderers, and 
villains, he should take the liberty to treat such 
denunciations with the scorn they deserved. He 
held it to be a solemn truth, that, as long as they 
were compelled to discuss the subject of abolition 
on petitions reecived there, the Aboliuonists had 
gained all they wanted; and so long as they were 
permitted to come there he would take the lib- 
erty to speak of them in the terms they de- 
| Served. 
| Mr. BROWN rose and said that he did not 
know in what spirit the resolutions which had 
been presented by the Senator from Maine, passed 
unanimously by both branches of the Legislature 
of that State, might be received by some gentle- 
men; but in his capacity, as one of the Represent- 
atives froma southern State, he hailed them with 
feelings of gratification, and looked on them as a 
most favorable omen, among many others, of that 
pare and good will among our brethren of the 
orth so important to the continuance of the 
Confederacy. 

He did not know to what extent anti-slave 
societies existed among the people of Maine; but 
when that party had been unable toreturn a single 
member to the Legislature of that State, the res- 
olutions having, as appeared on the face of them, 

voice, strongly 


been passed without a mae 
condemnatory of the course of the Abolitionists, 
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| tion as strong as any he had quoted. 
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he thought it would require a high degree of 


credulity to believe that they possessed either 


weight of character or strength of numbers. ‘To 
expect a State to eradicate every folly or infatu- 


ation from the minds of all its citizens was, and 


would be found,avery impracticable undertaking. 
Mr. B. said, in this, as in many others of the 
Legislatures of the northern States, the unan- 
imity of sentiment on this subject was almost 
unprecedented. In some, he was confidently 
assured, there was not an Abolitionist; in none, 
could that party make any exhibition of strength. 

It had been said by gentlemen on several ocea- 
sions that they ld not sit mangement and 
hear the people of the South branded as ‘pirates, 
robbers, call murderers,’’ by these petitioners, 
This language had repéatediy gone forth, in 
speeches delivered here; the effect of it was, to 
excite the feelings and sensibilities of the people 
of the South. He would now say, that he had 
never heard either of the epithets just repeated 
used in any, even the most offensive, of the peti- 
tions. Their language was bad enough, but none 
of them had used the language which had been 
repeated; if they had, he, too, would have voted 
against their reception, on the ground that they 
had violated outrageously that rule of the Senate 
which required decorum to this body, applying 
precisely the same rule in regard to petitions on 
this subject, that he would to those on any ether 
subject in regard to their reception-—the consti- 
tutional principle in regard to the right of petition 
being the same. 

Mr. B. would again ask if it was prudent that 
such expressions should go forth from this Hall, 
when so well calculated to inflame public feeling, 
and when they were not to be found in even the 
worst of the petitions themselves. None felt 
more sensibly on this subject than himself; but 


| it was the part of wisdom as well of generosity, 
| for us to cultivate harmonious feelings with those 


who were acting inconcert with us in the North, 
to put the Abolitionists down; and he bad heard 
with regret, expressions in reply to the Senator 
from Maine, shich he thought should have been 
rather those of gratulation than of a different 
character. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked the Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. Morris] to let him have the petitions that 
he had withdrawn. 

[Mr. MORRIS gave Mr. Catnoun some peti- 
tions, and said he could not consent for them te 


| be used at that time.] 


Mr. CALHOUN said he was utterly astonished 
atthe remarks of the gentleman from North 
Carolina. These charges were made when the 
Ohio petitions were presented and read, and in 
the gentleman’s presence. Memory was frail, 
but he could hardly be mistaken as to the offen- 
sive epithets used in the Ohio memorials. Cer- 
tainly, (said he,) all remembered that we were 
charged with dealing in human flesh—an allega- 
The Sena- 
tor from North Carolina could not rejoice more 
strongly than himself to see this spirit of aboli- 
tion arrested, but he feared that it was too strong 
to be easily subdued. 

The feelings as indicated in these resolutions of 
the Legislature of Maine, were certainly to be 
highly commended, and he had taken occasion to 
express the satisfaction with which he received 
them. He had thoughtit, however, right for the 
| people of the South to know that there was an 
| abolition society in Maine, which put forth very 
| able and extensive publications. 

Mr. LINN would merely remark that the peti- 
tions to which the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina alluded, had been withdrawn by the gentle- 
man who presented them, before taking any ques- 
tion on them. 

Mr. MORRIS observed, that he had put the 
petitions which he had withdrawn, into the pos- 
session of the Senator from South Carolina, but 
not with a view that he should use them publicly 
on the occasion. It was true that he did present 
petitions, couched in language deemed by other 
gentlemen to be exceptionable, but which he then 
and now thought, were perfectly unexceptiona- 
ble; and that he had afterwards withdrawn 
them, at the solicitation of his friends, to make 
way for a Quaker petition, as if that was entitled 
to a precedence over those from Ohio. Ata 
































































836 


proper time, he should present them to the Sen- | placed in a situation of self-defense, protect it- 
ate, and if the Senator from South Carolina || self. For his part, he did not, as a southern 
objected to their reception, and should be sus- | entleman, ask any favors, or fear any result. 
tained by the Senator from North Carolina and || He was glad, however, to see the indication of a 
other Senators, the petitions might be rejected. || better state of feelings. These resolutions ex- 
The Senate would then see in what language the || oper their disapprobation of any interference 
vetitions were drawn up, and might judge for || by one State in the domestic affairs of another 
itself whether they were as offensive as they had || State. As the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Ruc- 
been represented to be. Remarks had been made || Gites] had given them a lecture from this resolu- 
on that floor in relation to these petitioners, which || tion, he would not take a similar course in regard 
he deemed very erroneous. It mattered not||to him. It was an easy matter for gentlemen 
what class of citizens presented themselves as || living at the extreme North, to read a lecture to 
petitioners, the were entitled to a respectful hear- || those of the South. He, however, preferred the 
ing. They had been termed miserable fanatics, || resolution of the Legislature of Maine, to the 
vile incendiaries, and charged with an intention || lecture. If it was wrong for those of the South 
to dissolve the Union. All those interested in || to interfere with the domestic concerns of the 
putting down this spirit which they so much de- || North, it was as wrong for them to interfere in 
precated, had used these violent terms in reference || theirs of the South. As to the agitation, they 
to persons petitioning for what they deemed Con- || had had the initiatory and the conclusion. He 
gress had aright to grant. He had always thought || spoke of the number of petitions that had been sent 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








set the example. He expressed the confident 
belief, that both of the gentlemen from South 
Carolina voted, at the last session, to receive 
petitions of a like character. He could cite a 
dozen instances from the Journal of the last ses. 
sion where they were received, on different days 
by the unanimous consent of this body, and, more 
than that, were unanimously referred to the Com. 
mittee on the District of Columbia; and certain} 

the gentlemen could not have been absent upon 
every occasion, with their known attentive habits 
to business. To enlist in a warfare with these 


found but few, if any, advocates here, was but 
little calculated to gain distinction or elevation for 
the South; he had, therefore, uniformly been in 
favor of that silent and contemptuous course to- 
wards them, by which they always had been con- 
signed to a neglect and insignificance, to them the 
most cutting and mortifying course of all others; 


} 
petitioners on this floor, when their objects had 
| 


that these people had an undoubted right to be | here,which,inthe aggregate, amounted totwenty- || and to the exertions of honorable gentlemen they 


heard, and he was of opinion that the receiving | 


their petitions, and then rejecting them immedi- 


eight thousand, and adverted to the language of the 
petitions. They had called the petitioners incen- 


” 


ately, as moved by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, was tantamount to refusing to receive 
them; it was keeping the word of promise to the 
ear, and breaking it to the hope. 

He would here take occasion tocorrect an error 


| diaries and fanatics, and the petitioners had called 
them immoral and irreligious. 


|| by wrapping them up in honeyed words; they 
could not knit up or intertwist the phraseology 


They could not | 
take away the offensive character of the petitions, | 


were indebted for that notoriety which the present 
session of Congress had more than ever given 
them. 

The Senator from South Carolina nearest to 
him, [Mr. Preston,] in alluding to some of his 
remarks, said that he would not tender his grati- 
tude to the Legislature of Maine, because they 


that appeared in one of the morning papers. His 
pase name was there given in the list of those who 
voted to reject the prayer of the petitioners. His || 
name ought not to have beenon that list; he gave | 
no such vote, and, consistently with his views, 


as they pleased. It was not fair or decent in re- 
gard to them, to say this or that institution in 
the South is immoral. They were not called on 
to plead to this matter. He rose merely to ex- 


adopted these resolutions; that they were nothing 
more than what the South was entitled to, and 
whatthe South hada right to demand. He trusted 
that he, too, felt that manly independence becom- 


If 


could not vote to reject a petition without giving 
the subject of it a fair examination. Could he 
have done this, he would have no hesitation in 
voting with the Senator from South Carolina, to 
refuse to receive the petition atall. He would here 
make another acknowledgment with respect to a 
declaration he made to his friend from Georgia. 
When he first took his seat here as a Senator of 
the United States, he believed that Congress had 


| these petitions were correct, 
a right to legislate on the subject of slavery in the || 


press his approbation of these resolutions. 
this matter was to be stopped, it was necessary 
that the moral, intellectual, and legislative power 
of the country should be interposed. He enter- 


| tained the hope that the thing was not so far gone 
/as to be remediless. 


Mr. MORRIS, in justice to the Senator from 
| North Carolina, [Mr. Brown,] must say that his 
impressions were that his statements in regard to 


He had suggested 


to the Senator from South Carolina, whenjhe gave | 








District of Columbia; and he was also of opinion || him these petitions, that he was not to use them 


ing a southern representative; he trusted that he, 
too, would never ask more than the South was 
entitled to receive; but he also trusted that he 
never should be insensible to those sympathies 
which bound together the different sections of 
this great Republic, nor backward in expressing 
the pleasure with which he saw a kindred feeling 
cherished by his brethren of any portion of their 
common country. This was the ground that he 
took, and these were the feelings which called 
forth the animadversions of the Senator from 
South Carolina. 


He well knew the strength of 
the South and its capability to protect itselfagainst 
all attempts on its internal peace; on that he felt 
the most perfect reliance; but the resolutions just 
read from the State of Maine, he thought, ought 
to be hailed by every southern man as an earnest 


that sound policy required that something should || on the present occasion; and he had also informed 
be done with regard to it. He was now con- || him that, as soon as the present debate was over, 
vinced, from information since acquired, that it || he would lay them before the Senate, when all 
was not expedient for Congress to touch the sub- || could judge whether the language was such as | 
jeet, and he would gladly rid them of all further || they deemed proper to be received, or otherwise. || 
solicitation to legislate on it, by going, with the || |_Mr. CALHOUN was very happy that the Sen- 


Bl gece 


— 
«REI 

SORT aes \ 
a: 


é J || of the indissoluble ties which bound the North 
& Senator from South Carolina, for a retrocession || ator from North Carolina had at last made up his || and South together, and of the strength and dura- 
ae of the District to the States to whom it originally || mind to reject petitions that were such as he would || bility of the Union. 


belonged. Ile believed that, as long as Congress | 
had exclusive jurisdiction over the ten miles 
square, petitions for abolishing slavery would be 
continually pouring in. The feelings which in- 
duced these petitions were the deepest rooted of | 
any in the human breast; they were excited by a | 
high sense of religious duty, and no human power | 
could ever induce them to abandon what they be- 
lieved themselves thus bound to perform. x re- 
trocession of the District, therefore, would be the 
best mode of relieving Congress from continued 
petitions on this subject, and of avoiding that | 
agitation and excitement which gentlemen said | 
threatened a dissolution of the Union. Mr. M. 
here took an extended view of the subject of 


deem offensive in their language; and he hoped 
that he and all other southern Senators would in 
time see the propriety of rejecting all abolition 
petitions, no matter in what language they were 
couched, for, from the very nature of the sub- 
ject they treated, they must be offensive to the 
South. 

Mr. BROWN felt himself bound to explain, 
with a view to prevent any misapprehension on 
this subject. He did say, that the epithets, which 
he had before repeated, were not, as had been 
represented, in any of the petitions which he had 


examined or had heard read, offensive as their | 


language was. The gentleman from South Car- 


olina has not been able, he presumed, to find the 


Mr. CALHOUN said, the Senator from North 
Carolina certainly did not hear hisremarks. The 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Morris] had put the 
petitions in his hands, and suggested to him not 
to use them. He would now refer to some of 


| the expressions found in one of these petitions; 


among them was the phrase, ‘ traffic in human 
flesh,’’ a phrase borrowed from the shambles— 
from the butchers; holding up to all the world, 
that the gentleman and his constituents treated 
human beings as they treated beeves. That was 
the first. The petition went on to say, that [deal- 
ing in slaves] ‘thad been solemnly declared piracy 
by the laws of our own, andall Christian nations;”’ 








assimilating the acts of himself, and those whom 

















. = dissolution and secession from the Union, deny- || alleged epithets in the petition which he had then || he represented, with the acts of those who seize 
ee ing that there was any power in any State either | before him, and to which he had made reference, || Africans on the coast of Africa, and sell them 
> Be to dissolve or secede from the Union. A man |! otherwise he supposed he would have read them || for slaves. If he could lay his hands on the other 
j ty (said he) may commit treason against his Gov- || to the Senate. e only draws inferences from || petitions, he could point out the epithets he had 
Be te ernment, and, if he succeeds, he is a hero; but if || certain vague and general expressions, having no || quoted; but those he had given were, he thought, 
ma Sy he fails, his fate is that of a traitor. When he || immediate application to the peers of the South. || sufficiently offensive to justify a southern repre- 
— | heard gentlemen speak so frequently of a disso- || It was not that on which he had made the issue, || sentative in voting to reject them. But he would 
ff. lution of the Union, he asked himself if it was || but it was upon the existence of the fact, whether || read a little further. ‘It [slavery] was sinful be- 
= possible they could be in earnest, and could sup- || the epithets — to be used in the petitions || cause it violated the laws of God and man;’’ be- 
= f pose that there was any power capable of per- || were to be found in any of them? He had not || cause it [slavery] corrupted the public morals. 
#2 forming what had been thus threatened. been met on that issue, but by constructions and || This was some of the language of the petitions 
Mr. PRESTON expressed his approbation of || inferences put on vague and general expressions, || which had been withdrawn to make way for the 
the resolution. The people of Maine had taken || having no particular application as to the people | Quaker petitions which were first tried in order 
; fair, just, and honorable grounds, which were || of the South. to obtain the sanction of the southern represent- 
dictated by an honorable spirit of patriotism. It | He had made this explanation, he would again || atives to that most dangerous of all principles, 
: was because he felt great apprehension, as to the | repeat, in reference to the language of these peti- || that they were bound to receive petitions, no mat- 
e consequences of the agitation of this subject, that | tions, to prevent highly-colored pictures of their | ter in abet language they were drawn. The Sen- 
i Fe - he so highly appreciated the sentiments of the || offensive language from going abroad, to add to || ator from North Carolina had mistaken him in 
a 3s resolution. But, although it might not be com- || the excitement already a on this subject, || supposing he had found nothing in these petitions 
—_— petent for an individual, or a single State, to at- || and to repel the inference that he and his friends | that was as offensive as he had termed them. The 
i tempt to dissolve the Union, if Maine had taken || had voted to receive a petition couched in terms || Senator from Ohio, on putting them into his hands, 
a different stand, and this matter had continued such as had been spoken of. had requésted him not to use them at that time. 
to grow and spread, it would have involved the || It is, sir, (said Mr. B.,) a very great sin, in the Mr. MANGUM would inquire of his colleague 
. a disunion of the Government, He had, he be- || estimation of some gentlemen, to vote to receive || whether he understood him correctly in saying 
i lieved, heretofore said that the South could, if || these petitions; but they must recollect that they || that he would feel it his duty to reject petitions 
ig 
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